SEARCH  Info  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
SEARCH (Southern & Eastern Africa Research Cooperation for Habitat) is a regional research and post-graduate training initiative as a network based association between 6 university schools of architecture in Africa and 2 in Norway. Research focus will be on shelter and human settlements issues.

SEARCH is funded by NUFU, and the participating institutions are:

- Addis Ababa University (AAU), Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology (JKUAT), Makerere University (MUK), Nairobi University (NU), Norwegian University of Science and Technology (NTNU), Oslo School of Architecture (AHO), University College of Land and Architectural Studies-Dar es Salaam (UCLAS) and University of Cape Town (UCT).

It has been decided that MUK is the African (UiS) coordinator and AHO the Norwegian (UiN) one.

Main elements in the project are:

- a Masters degree course,

- a PhD provision,

- a research component, and

- other activities (networking, dissemination etc).

The Masters degree course is organised as a one year module based coursework and one year part-time thesis/project-work. The coursework will take place at four locations in Africa (Addis Ababa, Nairobi, Cape Town and Kampala) and the participating institutions will have responsibility for teaching the modules.Total number of UiS-students will be 24 in two batches, the first one starting in 2002 and the second one in 2003.

For the PhD-provision regular programs at AHO, NTNU and UCT will be utilised to accommodate 13 students during the project period. In Norway funding from  SEARCH will top up resources within an existing «quota-program». At UCT normal fees and expenses are included in the budget proposal. Research and related fieldwork should be relevant with respect to current regional challenges in the habitat-sector.

In order to support research and professional training scientific strongholds or «centres of excellence» will be developed in all the participating institutions. 

Responsibility for postgraduate teaching especially at the Master degree level will be allocated to these centres. 

Main fields of research and study will include:  town planning and urban design, shelter and development, environmental science and landscape planning, appropriate and ecological building technology, affordable housing and vernacular architecture. In addition other activities related to dissemination and publication, regional meetings, exchange of lecturers and examinators will be pursued as part the project. 

For further information please contact: Professor Sven Erik Svendsen / NTNU 

(svenerik.svendsen@ark.ntnu.no / sesv@online.no )
