CONSERVATION OF ARCTIC FLORA AND FAUNA

Recognizing that the conservation of biodiversity is a necessary condition for environmental protection and sustainable development, and the current and future well-being of the Arctic region and its inhabitants, endorse long-term monitoring of Arctic biodiversity to provide policymakers with the information needed to accurately assess the impacts from global environmental change, and increased human activities related to regional development and economic growth,

Endorse the continued development of the Circumpolar Biodiversity Monitoring Program (CBMP) as the cornerstone program of CAFF, and encourage countries to contribute actively to CBMP and expect CBMP to provide valuable data for increased knowledge and improved management of biodiversity in the Arctic,

Endorse the 2010 Arctic Biodiversity Assessment as a major contribution to international conventions and agreements in regard to biodiversity conservation; providing policymakers with comprehensive information on the status and trends of Arctic biodiversity,

Support the continued cooperation with indigenous peoples of the Arctic, welcome the contribution of their traditional knowledge of flora and fauna to the scientific research, and encourage further cooperation in the development of community-based monitoring of the Arctic’s living resources,

Support CAFF’s efforts to strengthen cooperation with international organizations for the conservation of the biodiversity of the Arctic, particularly migratory species,

 

 

The SAOs recommend to Ministers:
· Take note of the CAFF  Progress Report 2004-2006 and accept the work plan for 2006-2008. 
· Endorse the 2010 Arctic Biodiversity Assessment as a major contribution to international conventions and agreements in regard to biodiversity, and request CAFF to deliver a detailed assessment plan, including identification of lead countries, and funding strategy at the next SAO meeting in spring 2007. 
· Request the AC member states to consider becoming a lead country in the Circumpolar Protected Areas Network of CAFF (CPAN), for the restoration of CPAN’s scientific activities. 
· Support the continued development of mapping Arctic flora and vegetation using remote sensing and other monitoring techniques to establish baseline data on the effects of climate change and human impacts to Arctic ecosystems.  
