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GENERAL SITUATION

Ca. 1750 CITES specimens were confiscated at border check points in 2005. As previous years a few hundred illegal live animals (eg birds, reptiles) were also confiscated within Norway by the police and veterinarian services. Most of these were CITES species, however they are not included in this annual report. In addition old specimens illegally imported during previous years may also be confiscated. 
In Norway the Directorate for Nature Management acts as Management Authority and Scientific Authority to CITES. The department in charge of handling of CITES issues is the Department for Management of Species.  

Seminars, contacts with other institutions

A number of meetings and informal contacts have been made in 2005 with the media, the customs, the office of the public prosecutor and the national authority for investigation of economic and environmental crime in Norway, concerning wildlife and plant issues, illegal trade and infraction cases.One half-day seminar for the coast guard (20 persons) and one full day seminar for the customs were conducted in 2004. In addition a half day seminar on CITES was given to a regional high school. 
Number of infractions

The annual increase, as seen during the latter half of the 1990ies, of reported infractions levelled off during the first few years after year 2000, however the number of infractions continued at a slightly higher rate in 2004 and in 2005. The increase is caused by a combination of factors including increase in travel, easier access via internet, higher skills among police, customs and veterinarian services.   

Confiscations at border control points by the customs was a notable feature also in 2005 (see  the tables). This is both the result of increased awareness among customs officials, but also due to the fact that tourism and travelling is increasing strongly. A continuing trend is that the origin of a significant number of confiscations stem from the Asian region, and in particular involving countries like Thailand, Vietnam and China. These confiscations include so called Traditional Chinese Medicines (TCMs), like musk plasters. These substances often occur in TCMs in a mix with other substances, such as from plants, leopard, tiger, bear, saiga antelope, orchids, Saussurea costus and other not listed species. Generally there is inter alia scope for more and better information, and further training of customs personnel.

A number of confiscations of CITES specimen occur inside Norway and not at border control points. These confiscations usually result from police investigations, information from the veterinary services, the public and through information derived from the internet. These cases are generally not included in this report since their origin, year of import, country of export etc. is usually not known. Examples of such specimens are live pythons, iguanas, turtles and monkeys (Appendix I and II) which are prohibited as pets in Norway. Usually no CITES documents for these specimens exist.  
Norwegian CITES checklist
The sixth edition of the Norwegian language checklist was published three months after tha last CoP in October 2004. The checklist is meant as an aid to the customs and other public officials, but the public can also access the checklist via our web site, while printed copies (with ring binders) are distributed to official agencies. The checklist include relevant information on the species (written next to the species name), and three separate indexes in Norwegian, in English and in latin. Feedback from inter alia the public and the customs shows that the checklist is widely used and among the most visited publications on our web-pages (see www.dirnat.no/cites). 
EXPORTS
A total of 132 export and re-export permits were issued in 2004. Seven of the issued permits were not used, and were returned to the Directorate for Nature Management. These permits are not included in the annual report. The actual number of export permits used should thus be 125. 

Norway was the country of origin for 39 (incl. 9 from Svalbard to the mainland) of the shipments, while 86 were re-exports (including 26 from Svalbard to the mainland). 

Under the exemption for registered scientific institutions, one shipments was reported for 2005. 

IMPORTS 
Appendix I species

Norway does not normally allow import of Appendix I species. However, exemptions can be granted for captive bred specimens, Pre-Convention specimens, for scientific purposes, for specific reintroduction programmes and for species with a quota as approved by the CITES Secretariat and the Parties. Besides a CITES Export Permit from the country of export, it is also necessary to have a Norwegian CITES Import Permit. Exceptions to this are made for inter alia captive bred specimens from Sweden and Denmark. 
Appendix II and III species

Import of Appendix II species are normally allowed if an original CITES export permit can be presented for control by the Norwegian customs upon entry into Norway. For import of Appendix III species either a certificate of origin or an ordinary CITES permit must be presented to the customs for import from those countries which has listed the species. For import of household goods an exemption applies for personal transport of Appendix III specimens imported from other countries than the country which has listed the species. This exemption only applies when the traveller arrives from a State other than the one that has listed the species on Appendix III. 

With a valid export permit, the customs authority will normally accept the import. A specific import permit issued by the Directorate for Nature Management is not required for Appendix II specimens or import of Appendix III specimens from countries that have listed the species. 

The import of live species

All import of any kind of live species of flora or fauna to Norway is regulated and in principle a Norwegian permit has to to be obtained prior to import. The Directorate can give further advice on application requirements or on current exemptions.

According to national wildlife regulations (see the Wildlife Act) the import of live animals (birds, mammals, reptiles and amphibians) is only permitted without a written permit for a limited number of species (as of 2006 these are eight species of mammals, all parrot species and four other passerine species). The import of all other terrestrial vertebrate species must have the prior written permission from the Directorate for Nature Management.  

The regulations aim in particular to prevent potential invasive species becoming established. This applies even if the country of export has issued a CITES export permit. In addition according to veterinary regulations an import licence from the Ministry of Agriculture (see www.Mattilsynet.no) is always necessary for live specimens and for some other products (trophies, meat etc).

Birds of prey

Norway does not allow private persons or zoos to keep live birds of prey (including owls and vultures). As imports of these bird species are not allowed, the Directorate for Nature Mangement encourage exporting countries not to issue CITES export permits for live specimens of birds of prey destined for Norway. Imported specimens, even with valid CITES documents, will be confiscated and if possible return arrangements will be sought. 

CITES imports in 2005
In 2005 the Directorate for Nature Management received 261 export permits issued by other Parties, concerning live flora and fauna and their products. Among these were 47 for reptiles (mainly small leather products like bags, shoes, belts etc), 120 for birds (live pet birds, stuffed birds and feathers for fish flies), 161 for mammals (mainly skins from trophy hunting), 5 for corals, 4 for clams and 27 for caviar.    

Artificially propagated flora imported from the Netherlands and Denmark, with phytosanitary certificates, have been excluded from this annual report.

CONFISCATIONS

In the year 2005, the confiscations of CITES specimens number 33 incidences as reported from the customs border control points. 

The most notable confiscation in 2005 was one shipment of 300 musk plasters from China via the USA. Hundreds of other Traditional Chinese Medicines such as pills and plasters document the increased interest in imports of such medicines. Stuffed birds of prey from the Middle East is as in previous years also a popular item to smuggle. In addition to this, a number of live mammals and reptiles have been confiscated, either at border checkpoints or domestically. Typical species are pythons/boas, iguanas, turtles and monkeys.   

EXPLANATION TO THE TABLES
IMPORT

The information given is partly based on export permits received from the Norwegian customs, partly from the importers and partly on verified copies received from CITES Mangement Authorities in the countries of export. Only where an asterisk (*) is given in the last column (under "remarks"), the actual shipment, including the quantity, has been confirmed. If the actual number of specimens imported is smaller than the number given in the original issued permit, the actual number imported (when known) is given in the table.

EXPORT / RE-EXPORT

The information given is mainly based on the export permits issued by the Directorate for Nature Management. Only where an asterisk (*) is given in the last column (under "remarks") the actual shipment has been confirmed by return of copies (the red copy) from the customs. If the actual quantity exported is smaller than the number given in the issued original permit, the actual quantity exported (when known) is given in the table.

TERMINOLOGY

Country ISO codes appearing in the tables:

AR
=
Argentina


ML
=
Mali 

AT
=
Austria


MN
=
Mongolia  
AU
=
Australia


MX
=
Mexico 

AZ
=
Azerbaijan


MY
=
Malaysia

BE
=
Belgium 


NA
=
Namibia

BR
=
Brasil



NL
=
the Netherlands 
CA
=
Canada 


NO
=
Norway
CH
=
Switzerland


PG
=
Papua New Guinea


CN
=
China



PH
=
Philippines
CO
=
Colombia


RU
=
Russian Federation 


CM
=
Cameroon


SD
=
Sudan
CZ
=
Czech Republic

SE
=
Sweden
DE
=
Germany


SG
=
Singapore
DK
=
Denmark


SI
=
Slovenia    

ES
=
Spain 



SJ
=
Svalbard & Jan Mayen 
FI
=
Finland


SR
=
Suriname 

FR
=
France



SY
=
Syrian Arab Republic  

GB
=
United Kingdom

TH
=
Thailand
GH
=
Ghana



TO
=
Tonga
GL
=
Greenland


TR
=
Turkey 
GY
=
Guyana


TZ
=
Tanzania
HK
=
Hong Kong


TT
=
Trinidad & Tobago  

ID
=
Indonesia  
 

VN
=
Vietnam 
IN
=
India



US
=
United States of America
 

IS
=
Iceland



XX
=
Unknown 
IR
=
Iran



ZA
=
South Africa
IT
=
Italy 
 


ZW
=
Zimbabwe 
JP
=
Japan 


 

KZ
=
Kazakhstan 



 
LV
=
Latvia

 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SPECIMENS

BOD
-
Substantially whole dead animals, including preserved butterflies, whole 


stuffed hunting trophies, etc.

BON
-
Bones 

CAR
-
Carvings

COR
-
Live corals

EGG
-
Caviar

FEA
-
Feathers

FLO
-
Flowers
GAR
-
Garments

LPS
-
Small manufactured products of leather, e.g. watchstraps, belts etc.

LIV
-
Live animals and plants

MEA
-
Meat 

MED
-
Medicines, cf. Traditional Chinese Medicine

SAW
-
Sawn wood

SHE
-
Shell of molluscs

SKI
-
Skins, substantially whole skins, raw or tanned

SKP
-
Skin pieces

SKU
-
Skulls

SPE
-
Scientific specimens

TEE
- 
Teeths

TRO
-
Trophies
TUS
-
Tusks

PURPOSE OF TRADE
B
-
Breeding in captivity or artificial propagation 

Q
-
Circuses and travelling exhibitions

T
-
Commercial/trade

E
-
Education

L
-
Enforcement (specimens for training)

H
-
Hunting trophies

P
-
Personal

S
-
Scientific

Z
-
Zoos

SOURCE OF SPECIMENS
W
-
Specimens taken from the wild

R
-
Ranched specimens
A
-
Plants that are artificially propagated

D
-
Bred in captivity for commercial purposes

C
-
Animals bred in captivity

F
-
Animals born in captivity (F1 or subsequent generations) 

that do not fulfil the definition of ”bred in captivity”

O
-
Pre-Convention specimens

I
-
Confiscated or seized specimens

U
-
Unknown
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