DRAFT FOR COMMENTS


MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

BETWEEN THE MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND TOURISM (MNRT) OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA AND THE DIRECTORATE FOR NATURE MANAGEMENT OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE KINGDOM OF NORWAY

Concerning the establishment of technical cooperation in the field of Management of Natural Resources and Tourism 

January 2004

I. PREAMBLE
In pursuance of the Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania and the Government of the Kingdom of Norway concerning Development Cooperation signed on 4th June 2002; In pursuance of the Main Agreement between the Government of the Kingdom of Norway (“Norway”) and the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania (“Tanzania”) regarding Provision of Financial Assistance to the Implementation of Management of Natural Resources Programme (MNRP) in Tanzania Phase III, dated December 2, 2002; with reference to the Agreed Minutes of the meeting held in MNRT (Dar Es Salaam) on 27 November 2003 between the Directorate for Nature Management (DN) and the Ministry of Natural resources and Tourism (MNRT).
This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is entered into between the Ministry of Natural Resources and Tourism (MNRT) of the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania and the Directorate for Nature Management (DN) of Government of the Kingdom of Norway.
II. DEFINITIONS AND INTERPRETATIONS
A. “The MOU” means the Memorandum of Understanding between the Directorate for Nature Management of the Government of the Kingdom of Norway (“DN’) and the Ministry of Natural Resources and Tourism (“MNRT”) of the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania,
B. “Annual Meeting” means the meeting called by Tanzania and Chaired by the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Natural Resources and Tourism (MNRT) to discuss and deliberate matters pertaining MNRP (TAN 092), as per Article II, Clause 4, of the Main Agreement, 
C. “The Annual Work Plan” is the work plan approved by the Annual Meeting for the current year as described in Article II, Clause 4 of the Main Agreement,
D. “MNRP (TAN 092)” means the Management of Natural Resources Programme and all the Sub-Components as identified in Annex I of the Main Agreement,
E. “Party” or “Parties” means a member to this MOU, in this case MNRT and DN

III. PURPOSE
The purpose of this MOU is to facilitate efficient management of natural resources and tourism developments to effectively contribute on sustainable basis towards reduced income poverty, vulnerability amongst the poorest groups and improved quality of life and socio well-being in Tanzania; 

IV. AUTHORITY

Authority to enter into this MOU is provided under Article II, Clause 3 of the Main Agreement signed between the Government of the Kingdom of Norway and the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania on provision of financial assistance to the implementation of Management of Natural Resources Programme in Tanzania Phase III. The Agreement allows MNRT to enter into contracts with competent local and international institutions as may be required for the implementation of the MNRP (TAN 092).

V. STATEMENTS OF MUTUAL INTERESTS AND BENEFITS
A. Recognition that Tanzania provides critical natural resources for the global community and that its sound management is of global interest and importance;

B. Recognition that the practical experience of the Government of Norway in ensuring sector coordination and promoting environmentally friendly development programmes; 

C. Recognition that the international obligations laid down in the plan of implementation by World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD, 2002), the Millennium Development Goals, and the Convention of the Biological Diversity (CBD) related to sector integration

D. Recognition that Tanzania’s National Goals related to environment and development; Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP) and National Biodiversity Strategy Action Plan (NABSAP); 

E. Recognition that the collaboration between the Parties (MNRT and DN) shall promote horizontal cooperation between sectors related to Natural Resources Management;
F. Recognition that this collaboration is fully dependent on funds from the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (NORAD) and the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania and/or from any other financing institutions.
The Parties undertake to collaborate in the management of natural in a sustainable manner.
VI. IDENTIFIED AREAS OF COLLABORATION

Pursuant to the authority listed above, the Parties agree to collaborate in the following areas: 
A. Management Information System (MIS): Improved Management of Information in MNRT as an instrument to MNRT quality, speed, precision and efficiency in decision making,
B. Monitoring and Evaluation: Assisting MNRT in improving the capacity to monitor effects of management actions; ecosystem monitoring, decision making and effectiveness, 

C. Eco-tourism development: Support development of eco-tourism guidelines based on the Government of Tanzania policies and international obligations,
D. Transfer natural resource management responsibilities from MNRT to selected local authorities: establish efficient system for transferring natural resources management responsibilities including through selection of pilot districts, and
E. Negotiation skills: capacity building for MNRT in negotiation skills to effectively participate at different levels, including international fora.
VII. RESPONSIBILITIES
The primary responsibilities of the Parties are as follows:
A. Ministry of Natural Resources and Tourism

1) MNRT shall communicate about this MOU to the Annual Meeting for endorsement and for making necessary adjustment to the Main Agreement,

2) The Parties shall keep each other informed about all matters related to the overall cooperation and the implementation of the joint identified areas of collaboration,

3) MNRT shall fully participate, as appropriate and raise funds for joint activities to address capacity building, policy issues and other concerns of mutual interest.

4) MNRT shall facilitate, as appropriate the communication of all activities developed under, and related to this Memorandum of understanding to MNRT and DN stakeholders. 

B. Directorate for Nature Management

1) DN shall work in collaboration with MNRT on the development and implementation of activities and technologies requisite to providing MNRT’s NRM capacity.
2) The Parties shall keep each other informed about all matters related to the overall cooperation and the implementation of the joint identified areas of collaboration,

VIII. EXECUTION AND FINANCIAL CONDITIONS
A. The execution of this MOU will be effected through annexure relating to specific activities agreed upon by the Parties under this MOU,
B. Such annexure will for an integral part of this MOU, and
C. The implementation of major activities agreed upon shall be subject to work plans and budgets as approved by the annual meeting of the Sector Agreement and in accordance with item XI in MOU.
IX. COMPLIANCE WITH NATIONAL LAWS

A. While carrying out assignments under this MOU in Tanzania and Norway, each Party shall comply with the laws of respective countries, and

B. Any confidential information being handled, used or produced in the course of implementation of joint activities, shall be treated as such, Parties, and shall not in any way be published without prior, and mutual downgrading of that information.

X. INFORMATION
The Parties shall make efforts to inform each other upon the progress of the collaboration at any time during implementation processes. Other activities outside this MOU, yet relevant to both Parties, shall also be informed upon.
XI. PLANNING AND REVIEW OF ACTIVITIES
The Parties to this MOU shall designate representatives who, at times mutually agreed upon by the Parties, and in accordance with MNRP User Manual; shall plan, implement and review the activities to be carried out under this MOU.

XII. ENTRY INTO FORCE, AMENDMENT, DISPUTES AND TERMINATION
A. The present MOU will enter into force when signed by both Parties and remain in effect until amended or terminated,
B. This MOU may be modified or amended at any time by mutual agreement of both Parties by giving three months (90 days) written notice to each other.
C. If any disputes arise relating to the implementation or interpretation of this MOU, there shall be consultations between the Parties with a view to reaching an agreement. Any disputes in connection with this MOU which cannot be solved amicably, shall be referred to the Annual Meeting. The parties shall be bound by decisions of the Annual Meeting, and

D. Any Parties may terminate this MOU by issuing a three months written notice to the other Party,

E. This MOU in no way restricts the Parties from collaborating with other bodies such as agencies, organizations and individuals in implementing this MOU.
THE PARTIES HEREBY EXECUTE THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING, EFFECTIVE UPON THE DATE OF SIGNATURE.
Signed in Trondheim, Norway on this day of...….. 2004
Signature:……………………………

Mr. S. Odunga

Permanent Secretary

Ministry of Natural Resources and Tourism 
DAR ES SALAAM-TANZANIA
Signature: …………………………….

Mr. … /Ms… 

Directorate
The Directorate for Nature Management TRONDHEIM-NORWAY
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