Recommendations

from
the expert seminar on management of cultural and natural heritage of the Arctic archipelagos Franz Josef Land and Svalbard 20 – 23 June 2006, organised within the framework of the Norwegian/Russian environmental cooperation

Thirty (31) participants attended the seminar; from Russia: Russian Federation (RF) Ministry of Natural Resources, RF Rosprirodnazor Moscow, RF Rosprirodnazor Archangelsk, Russian Institute for Nature Science, Arctic and Antarctic Institute of Science, Association for Nature Reserves and National Parks in Northwest Russia, Russian Institute for Cultural and Natural  Heritage, WWF Russian (Murmansk division); from Norway: Ministry of Environment, Directorate for Nature Management, Directorate for Cultural Heritage, Norwegian Polar Institute, Governor of Svalbard, University Centre in Svalbard, WWF International Arctic Programme, Spitsbergen Travel, Svalbard Travel Association, and Svalbard Wildlife Service. 

The seminar especially acknowledged the Governor of Svalbard for the arrangement of the excursion by ship in the Isfjorden area and the visit to the former Russian coalmining settlement Pyramiden. Russian participants expressed their sincere acknowledgement to the Norwegian authorities for their commitment to the bilateral cooperation in Arctic conservation.
The seminar recognised the importance of the protection and management of the Arctic archipelagos in the Northern Barents Sea, and the steps already taken by Russia to establish the Russian Arctic National Park (RANP). The participants noted that in recent years we have gained a wide and positive experience in the field of protection of natural and cultural heritage in the Arctic region, and have developed a network of protected areas, developed methods for sustainable management of protected areas in the Arctic, including the development of juridical rules and regulations. Establishment of protected areas has several purposes, mainly protecting nature and cultural values, but also development of environmentally sound activities such as tourism. The participants believe that these experiences could be of great value to the process of establishing and managing the RANP.

After listening to the experts’ presentations according to the agenda the participants acknowledged the following:
· Conservation of the natural and cultural heritage in the Arctic region is of great global importance;

· If not properly managed, increased human activity in this vulnerable environment will increase the threats to the cultural and natural heritage of the region;

· Development of a network of protected nature areas is an effective way of conserving the natural and cultural heritage in the Arctic region.

In order to improve the situation in the Arctic, it is essential to develop further international cooperation and consolidate the efforts of all stakeholders involved in establishing and managing protected areas.

The main themes discussed during the seminar were:
1. Cultural and natural heritage issues

2. Research and inventories

3. Protected areas in the Arctic

4. Challenges related to tourism.

The seminar underlined the need for further cooperation related to these themes and identified the following potential issues for future cooperation.

1 Cultural and natural heritage issues:

· List all existing monuments and make a map of natural and cultural heritage objects and monuments in RANP – to be based on existing knowledge. Also to make an information brochure and an information plan for the support of the park

· Further develop criteria for distinguishing cultural heritage and rubbish in these Arctic archipelagos. Consider experience from Svalbard concerning documentation and conservation of cultural heritage values during cleanup operations on FJL

· Encourage international research and cooperation in field of heritage studies in this region.

2 Research and inventories:

· Continue mapping and monitoring of common populations of Svalbard and RANP (i.e. mapping and research needs for species like Walrus, Polar Bear, and Ivory Gull)

· Continue climate-relevant research on biological diversity

· Circumpolar monitoring (AC/CBMP) – develop a monitoring program for FJL as a key area by the use of experiences from the Monitoring Program for Svalbard (MOSJ) – main challenges are related to logistics.

3 Protected areas in the Arctic:

· Consider the relevance of management practice and experience in Svalbard in the development of the RANP as a part of the Arctic network of Protected Areas 

· Propose to arrange a second part of this seminar in Franz Josef Land in 2008 (focus on what has already been done and what is still to be done)

· Develop a management plan for the RANP as a concrete document

· Develop and disseminate public awareness information in Russia about best practice examples in Svalbard.

4 Tourism challenges:

· To arrange an expert seminar on environmental tourism in Svalbard and Franz Josef Land, including experiences from other polar areas. Making recommendations to the tourism development in RANP and Svalbard

· Discuss development of zonation in protected areas in the Northern Barents Sea region concerning tourism.
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