
RESOL utrI 0 N

Ilof ithe Second meeting of The IbtQrn.tional Contact Forum 01111 Hll!lbitatIIli,~ 

II Conservationl inllthe Barents Region I I

I

Duri~g ijle period from 26th to 29th of]~llowe~ber 2001, Norwegiatt, Firulis~'l; I~wedish
and RJ~s$ian specialists met in Petrozavodsk, [The ~epublic ofKar~lia, Ilu 1Bia to

discu~IS Qo~op~ration within "Th~ Intema_on~l Co~tact Forum OI!l fiabitlat II

Cons~lrv~LtIon In the Barents RegIon" (illeneafter th~ "Contact Forum"). II

II

~The s.~cQnd meeting of the Contact FO)\Ufll w~s hel~ according to tpe i
recomrmq:ndations made by the first m(#etJing ~fthel Contact Forumiheld liln III rndheim
in 199119, 'Iwhere the Contact Forum wasl establ~shed. i

The s.~cQnd meeting was organised ancl.lled by Norway, the Conta4t FOI'l11I11 chair.

The Plflrticipants of the meeting (70 repre5i,ent~tives from environn1entall,iaul'lhorities,
institUlteSI and NGOs, as well as indige1l1ous p,ople~) described the Istatu~l: o~nature
proteQltiQn in their countries; presentedlthll~ re$ults and progress of the eIhvi~onrnental
co-op~~ra1tion projects, focusing on the 1pr~jec~ list suggested at the lfirst 11lrle1::ting of the

Cont~pt ~;'orum; and discussed future pilan:5 aqd initiatives. II

11111

The ~pn~:ral c~n~lusions made by the J1eP)1e~e~tatives in the ~eeti1g i~cwu~ e :

-Tru~ partIcIpants agreed to the n~e~sIt~ to work out an mte~ational 1 ge scale

'lecQllogical project on long term l\liO(~iV~Sity conservation in ~he Biar Region.
-Tru~ representatives stated the impolli1an e of'the Contact Fo a$li a~1c ena for

'ldiSicussion of habitat conservatiolln ili;SU s betWeen the specia~s, ~ ~:: aking !reaommendations for decision-makll~rs, natUlte protection institutions d

linti~mational organisations. i
i

-Tru~ representatives underlined tJlle impF an~e of establishing and mil ing a
na.ure prote~ted .areas network il!l tl1Le Bents Euro-Arctic R~gion 011 different
Ile\llels and dIrections. ~ tl -IM~~or challenges of habitat con~rv,ati 'n in 1jhe Barents Eurq-Arc~ic

~ gion are

'i~hel protection of old-growth forasts" co tal and marine are~, andl

'Irepresenting the mountain, tundLa, ~Ivetl d alnd mire ecosys~ms.
-iPrilority is to be given to establisbeol na e protected areas and pllll11

ilprQ,tected areas. The Contact FOWI11t sh 11 take part in identi~ing ~ Ji portant areas for habitat conservation and eli;ta ,iishing the form ofptotect~o I these

larelas. i
-'Tb~ proper management of natU11e Drot~cted areas is an impqrtantllan i ssential

'IPaJIt of the ha~itat conservation: 'Ifhl!: re resentatives reco~~e the:i~portance of
Istalte and publIc support ofhabIttt oons rvation. The meetIng partldCI],ants also
Istatted the importance of improvingl;the man~gement of nature prOltec1lted areas,



a'ld, especially, improving the (;:coillomic conditions of the Russiln 11ature
re:serves and national parks. Thll~ c.~paqity building for Russian n~d.tu1re protection
institutio~s shall be an essential! el~;:mer t of the co-operation on hlabjltat
c~mservatlon.
T~le representatives understand Ithe: risk of conflicts between the na~tttat
c<1mservation and activities connleclled to development of tourist Bictili/ities, oil
alild gas fields in the Arctic, as \:l/elil as transport systems. It is imJ,ollrant to
minimise environmental damagl~ b!y proper analyses of the ecosyst~ms in the
region, environmental impact a$selOsment of new industrial proje~tsj and
maintaining continuous dialogul~ ~.:ith ~he irtdustry and public.
The participants of the meeting rec;og~ise the importance of tradi[ioll1al nature
u~e by indigenous and local peQjple~s, ahd the need to save tl1le inQig~fi()us
pe:oples culture. Protection ofth~ eiCosrstems in the Barents Euro,-~rctic Region
m:llst be balanced with these int~re:5ts.
The representatives recognise the illlIlp~rtance of sustainable use ~If I1atural
re!sources. I

IV

The r,epresentatives agree to publish tI'le report after the second meetin~I. ~;o~ay
(Directorate for Nature Management) lis responsible for this. ~ : :

The Dep]esentatives added and adopte~l alne~ projects list as recommer.de,i activities
for i~tenllational co-operation on habitat \:con~ervation in the Barents EUfO1~ctic

ReglCim. I

The l1tleeting participants adopted the rnal,ldate of the Contact Forum.

The n~pDesentatives decided that Finla'ld Iwill be new Chair of the ContkctlF~rum and
suggelsted Russia to be a Co-chair for l:he:ne* two years. I I: II

The meeting participants thanked Norwa;r and Russia for organising tht~: S~~cond
meeting of the Contact Forum, and in panticurar, Vodlozersky National JPa}(ki for
hostinlg it. ; I I

I

The nex~ meeting of the Contact Forum ~lrill1i>e held in the year 2003 and ~:inland will
be resiponsible for organising it. i I II

Petrozavodsk,28lh of November 2001

On behalf oftihe Draifting Committee
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