RESCLUTION

iof the Second meeting of The International Contact Forum on Habitat
e 1 Conservation inithe Barents Region L

I

During the period from 26™ to 29" of Wowember 2001, Norwegian, Finnisl, “Swedish
and Riussian specialists met in Petrozavodsk, The Republic of Karelia, Russia to
discugs ao-operation within “The Intemational Contact Forum on abitxatT !
Consgrvation in the Barents Region” (heneafter the “Contact Forum”). g@

II

The secand meeting of the Contact Forum was held according to tbe ‘ |
recommendations made by the first meeting of the Contact Forum held iin 0 *mdheim
in 1999, where the Contact Forum was established. !

The sgcand meeting was organised and led by Norway, the Contact Forum chair.

The participants of the meeting (70 representatives from environmentaliaufhorities,
institytes and NGOs, as well as indigemous peoples) described the status; of nature
protection in their countries; presentedithe: results and progress of the emvifonmental
co-operation projects, focusing on the proj ecﬂ list suggested at the first meqting of the
Contact Forum; and discussed future pilans aﬂd initiatives. T il
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The general conclusions made by the representatives in the meeting inckudid:

—  The participants agreed to the necessity to work out an international |arge scale
iecological project on long term iodiversity conservation in the Bareats Region.

—  The representatives stated the importance of'the Contact Forum ay ar: [arena for
idiscussion of habitat conservation insues between the specialists, umj:: making
recommendations for decision-maki:rs, nature protection institutions|and
iinternational organisations.

—  Th representatives underlined the importance of establishing and running a
mature protected areas network in the Barents Euro-Arctic Region on different
levels and directions. 1

—  Magjor challenges of habitat conservation in the Barents Eurg-Arciic gigion are
ithe protection of old-growth forasts, coastal and marine areas, and
representing the mountain, tundra, wetland and mire ecosystems.

—  [Priority is to be given to established nature protected areas and plunn
jpratected areas. The Contact Fonum shall take part in identifying thejimportant
:ﬁraas for habitat conservation and establishing the form of protection of these
araas.

—  The proper management of natune grotected areas is an importantianil essential
ipart of the habitat conservation. The: representatives recognise the injportance of
state and public support of habitat conservation. The meeting participants also
stated the importance of improving)the management of nature protected areas,




and, especially, improving the ¢conomic conditions of the Russiun pature
reserves and national parks. The capacity building for Russian niituire protection
institutions shall be an essential element of the co-operation on habjtat
conservation. r

The representatives understand the risk of conflicts between the naliitat
conservation and activities connected to development of tourist actilvities, oil
and gas fields in the Arctic, as well as transport systems. It is impor:ant to
minimise environmental damage by proper analyses of the ecosystems in the
region, environmental impact assessment of new industrial projects; and
maintaining continuous dialogu: with the industry and public.

The participants of the meeting recognise the importance of traditiopal nature
use by indigenous and local peaples, ;lmd the need to save the indigeénous
peoples culture. Protection of the ecos%'stems in the Barents Eurc-Alrctic Region
must be balanced with these interests. |

The representatives recognise the iump?rtance of sustainable use af natural
resources. |

v

The representatives agree to publish the report after the second meeting, N.’oway

(Directarate for Nature Management) is responsible for this. RE

The nepresentatives added and adopted ainew projects list as recommende(l activities
for international co-operation on habitat <;conTervation in the Barents Euro-‘/ﬂ‘ctic
Region. ’

The meating participants adopted the mandate of the Contact Forum.

The representatives decided that Finland will be new Chair of the Contuct{lf?rum and
suggested Russia to be a Co-chair for the:next two years. Col

The meeting participants thanked Norway and Russia for organising the: S¢:cond
meeting of the Contact Forum, and in panticular, Vodlozersky National \Pat;l‘(ufor
hosting it. g

The next meeting of the Contact Forum will l?e held in the year 2003 and Finland will
be responsible for organising it. |

Petrozavodsk, 281 of November 2001
On behalf of the Drafting Committee

From Russia From Norway | m
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