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Higher Education in the 21st Century: Global Challenge and National Response

One of the oldest and largest international exchange programs in the world, the Fulbright Scholar Program is in a unique position to respond to the opportunities ushered in by the new century in which the nations and citizens of the world are increasingly interdependent.  Its worldwide design and long standing international relationships represent a valuable platform upon which to build new, global models for collaborative thinking among scholars of many different nationalities about the challenges and possibilities for humankind in the 21st Century. 

The Fulbright New Century Scholars Program brings together annually 30 outstanding research scholars and professionals from the U.S. and around the world. NCS fellows engage in multidisciplinary collaboration under the leadership of a Distinguished Scholar Leader and work together to seek solutions to issues and concerns that affect all humankind. 

For the academic year 2005-2006, the research focus is “Higher Education in the 21st Century: Global Challenge and National Response.”  Philip G. Altbach, J. Donald Monan, SJ professor of higher education and director of the Center for International Higher Education at Boston College, will serve as the Distinguished New Century Scholar Leader.

Overview

Institutions of higher education will play a central role in addressing the challenges of the 21st Century.  They are crucial for the development of knowledge-based economies and for thriving civil societies.  Their roles in leadership training and in educating growing proportions of the population in the skills needed for complex, modern societies are essential.  They provide research and analysis for addressing problems and opportunities in both the private and public sectors.  Yet, higher education faces significant challenges throughout the world. Enrollment growth has created gigantic institutions unable to serve individual students well and has led to bureaucratically complex academic systems. As societies increasingly view higher education as a private rather than public good, government funding has decreased and individuals asked to pay more of the cost of higher education—creating problems for access and social equity.  Research, always an important role of higher education, grows continually more expensive. The rapidly growing number of private institutions of higher education and the interlinking of academic institutions and systems across borders influence the development of higher education. 

By bringing together a diverse group of scholars and educational leaders from around the world to address the topic in national and international settings, NCS will contribute to a much needed cross cultural analysis and better understanding of these major issues and ways to address them effectively in diverse national contexts.  By fostering collaborative interaction between scholars in industrialized and developing nations that focuses on common problems, NCS will develop constructive ways for contemporary institutions if higher education to cope with the realities and challenges of the 21st century.

Among central themes to be examined in depth:

· Elite and mass -- access and equity

· The future of research

· The globalization of higher education

· Choice of institutional models

· Higher education and the development of civil society

· The technological revolution

· The future of the academic profession 

· The public-private mix in higher education


Program Activities

To create a platform for collaborative thinking and pursuit of tangible solutions to the challenges posed by the NCS theme, NCS provides participants with specific opportunities to come together during the program year: 

· Orientation and Goal Setting Session 

· Mid-term Meeting 

· Final Plenary Seminar 

· International exchange opportunity of three months

· Ongoing discussion and interaction among NCS fellows throughout program year

NCS Scholars are expected to participate in all activities of the program and to contribute to NCS group objectives throughout the program year.

Eligibility Requirements

Outstanding scholars and professionals of any rank in any field related to the NCS theme are invited to apply. Applicants with strong interdisciplinary and comparative interests are especially welcome.  

· Ph.D. or equivalent terminal degree in a relevant field.  

· U.S. applicants must have US citizenship and be permanently residing in the U.S. at the time of application.  

· Non-U.S. applicants must be citizens or permanent residents of and residing in the country from which they are applying 
· Non-US applicants must submit their applications through a participating Fulbright Commission or Public Affairs Section of the U.S. Embassy in their home countries 
· Fluency in English.
Approximately one-third of the participants will be US scholars, and the remaining two thirds will be visiting scholars from outside the US.
 

Awards/Benefits
· Individual travel/research awards in the amount of $37,000

· Accommodations and meals for program seminars
NCS awards are intended to provide support for travel to all program meetings, travel and maintenance for the exchange visit, research materials and assistance, and some salary replacement. 
Tentative Timeline

 

September 2004



NCS Program announced and application materials available

January 7, 2005
Deadline for submission of application materials to the Fulbright Commission in Norway. 

             May 2005



Fulbright New Century Scholars announced

September 2005 



NCS Orientation

September 2005



Exchange Visits may begin

March 2006



Mid-term Seminar 

September 2006



Final Plenary Seminar

Contact Information:  Complete details, application materials and instructions are available on the CIES website at www.cies.org.   Questions may be addressed to NCS staff at ncs@iie.org or to the U.S.-Norway Fulbright Foundation: fulbright@fulbright.no, Tel.: 22 01 40 10        www.fulbright.no

Complete applications should be sent to: U.S.-Norway Fulbright Foundation for Educational Exchange, Arbinsgate 2,  0253 Oslo  by January 7, 2005.
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The Fulbright Program is sponsored by the United States Department of State, Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs.  Financial support is provided by an annual appropriation from Congress to the Department of State and by participating governments and by host institutions in the United States and abroad.  The presidentially appointed J. William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board formulates policy guidelines and makes the final selection of all grantees.  CIES is a division of the Institute of International Education.      
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