Cultural Liberty in Today’s Diverse World

Human Development Report 2004

Presentation at NTNU Wednesday 20th Oct at 12:15 – 14:00, Aud X

Each year UNDP presents its Human Development Report with the renowned Human Development Index (HDI). The report this year goes beyond economic growth and material welfare. It promotes cultural diversity and tolerance.
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It argues that

· Ethnic identities do not threaten the legitimacy of the state

· Ethic groups do not tend to clash in violent conflicts over values

· Cultural liberty should not be confused with defence of tradition

· Ethnic diversified countries are not less able to develop

· It is untrue that some cultures are more progressive than others

So why isn’t it all peace, freedom and prosperity, then?

Poul Grosen is the Director of UNDP’s Nordic office in Copenhagen. He will come to NTNU to present and discuss this year’s report:

Wednesday October 20 2004 at 12:15 – 14:00

Auditorium X, Dragvoll

The event is open for all.
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