Introduction

As a part of my study at the Norwegian Institute of Technology (NTH), Institute of Mechanical Engineering, I was given the opportunity to do my third year abroad, namely at the University of Leeds, England. The program in which I participated was the so called European Community Course Credit Transfer System (ECTS). By followulg this exchange programme I got my Leeds grades transferred to NTH grades that on the contrary, the ERASMUS programme does not offer.

      In this report I shall try to put forward some comments and thoughts about my stay in Leeds. I will also aim to introduce prospective students to what Leeds can offer both academically and socially.

      Just to make it clear, I am very g~ateful to those at Intemational Office who made this possible. I would also like to thank Åge Ø. WalØen and Åge Søsveen at the Department of Mechanical Engineering at NTH and Mr. John Schwarzenbach at the Department of Mechanical Engineenng in Leeds for their help. Last but not least, thank you very much for the ECTS scholarship. It made everything a lot easier during my stay in Leeds.

General information about Leeds

Leeds is situated in West Yorkshire which lies in the northem parts of England. The population is about 600 000, and with the areas surrounding Leeds it probably reaches 1.5 million. Leeds is now becoming the leading city of the north. A lot of developing is taking place and it is expected that Leeds will, in few years time, become the industnal and economic capital of the north. At the present time the main industnes in Leeds are banking, finance, and shopping.

      Leeds has a lot to offer if you are a shopping freak, with several shopping malls occupying the city centre. Some places to check out: Leeds City Market and The Granary Wharf. The former, as the name reveal is a straight forward English market, the latter is more of a posh place, and is therefore quite expensive.

      If you are in to sports, Leeds may come to you as a revelation. If football is your thing, check out Leeds United at Elland Road (some four kilometres from the city centre). Should you by any chance not be a Leeds fan you can still watch a good game of football, if you are a Man. United fan on the other hand my advice is to stay low, they are not liked in Leeds! One thing to be aware of is the ticket pnces, the pnces ranging from some £15 to &22 makes it a rather expensive outing. The other main sports in Leeds are rugby league, rugby union, and cricket.

Travellin~ to Leeds

There are several ways to travel to Leeds. The by far easiest way is by plane to Manchester Airport and from there you can either go by bus or train directly to Leeds. I would recommend the train, because when you amve in Leeds there is welcoming service at the train station that is run by the university. They will dnve you to your accommodation free of charge and will help you if you have any queries.

The Universitv

The University of Leeds is situated about two kilometres from the city centre and is, if I am not mistaken the largest in the UK. The parts of the university of most interest are of coulse the Department of Mechanical Engineering, the Brotherton library, the student union, and the refectory (or the refec as it is also called).

      Do not worry about frnding these places, there are maps situated around the university and you will also receive a map with other information before your departure from Norway. You will also be invited with all the other new students to participate in the intro week which is some kind of a guide of the university, but mainly it is a week long piss up. You may find this a bit boring because it is only first year students who are allowed to go to these events, therefore you may feel a bit old watching eighteen years old getting their first proper piss up.

      You will probably find it a little overwhelming at first, but after just few days it will become more familiar. I will advise anyone who is going to do a year in Leeds to amve some weeks early.

Studvinrr at the DeDt. of Mech. Enrr.

As you probably already have noticed, you are expected to choose the subjects you want to take when you apply. Due to cases of timetable clashes you must be prepared to make some changes in your choice of courses. You will be notified of this just before the semester starts, so this can cause some problems for you, as it did for me. Luckily it was easily sorted out and I got the approval from NTH as I needed, so it should be no problem.

      When the term starts you will soon notice that you will have a lot fewer lectures per week than you are used to, I had ten in the first semester and nine in the second. I also had a feeling that the course content was less than I was used to from NTH.

The languarre and socialisinzr

Do not worry that you now will be taught in English. It takes a remarkable short time for your English to improve to a decent level. If you feel your English is a bit rusty it is possible to take a language course before you start, or you can take one dunng your studies. The best way to improve on your English is to talk as much as you can to locals. A very fine way to practice is to go down to the local pub. You will probably find one just a few hundred metres from your flat. If you do not already know it, the pubs play a big part in the English culture. This is where people meet for chat over a pint. A good hint is to buy rounds when you get into a conversation with someone, it is almost expected of you.

      There are lots of pubs and clubs in Leeds, so spending your spear time should be no problem. The~e are a few pubs I would like to recommend, first of all, the Old Bar at the student union. This one has around ninety taps I was told, I never bothered counting them myself, but it is huge and there are always a lot of people there. If you feel like speaking some Norwegian, then the Eldon is the place to go on Tuesdays. The Eldon lies just opposite the Mech. Eng. building so it should be no problem to find it. Every Tuesday the Norseman Society meets at about eight 'o'clock. This may come to you as a surpnse, but there are about one hundred Norwegian students in Leeds. It is not possible to buy Norwegian newspapers in Leeds, but you may borrow Dagbladet at the porters' office in the student union. Another good pub is the Feast & Firkin that lies about one hudred metres from the Mech. Eng. building.

Comments about mv stav in Leeds

I feel that I had a very good year in Leeds and it has been a positive expenence for me. When I look back I really feel that my stay was worth while and that it was an excellent year. I must say that I cannot think of anything that could be improved or changed for the bener. Of course there were problems, but nothulg that could not be sorted out. I would once again like to thank everyone who made my stay possible. As for prospective students, please do not hesitate to contact me if you have some questions regarding Leeds.

