Gender and generation– a European comparative perspective (UK, Germany, the Nordic countries)

The significance of gender in the life course of different generations of women, but also men, has changed rapidly since the early 20th Century. This symposium will bring together researcher from England, Germany and Norway who have worked with two- or three generational studies in their respective countries, in ways that connect  biography, intergenerational relations and historical context. The aim is to compare the way in which  different national socio-cultural contexts, especially in the after-war period, have shaped  young men and women’s appropriation of gender in their everyday lives and their transition to adulthood. The results of the different projects will be discussed in relation to a series of  common questions: What are the intergenerational narratives of gender for different generations in these countries? What characterises the daughter/son – mother/father relations in the different generations? What were the “gender lessons” in the family, school and among peers? What does social class and place mean for these processes? The focus will be on the transition into adulthood and young adulthood and on the generation born under/after the second World War and the generation born in the 1970s. 

The symposium is primarely directed to researchers with projects in this field. 

Confirmed participation from: Professor Julia Brannen (University of London),  professor Rachel Thomson and senior lecturer Mary Jane Kehily (Open University), professor Jenny Hockey, lecturer Victoria Robinson (University of  Sheffield), Dr. Christine Thon (University of Bielefeld), professor Ann Nilsen  (University of Bergen) and professor Harriet Bjerrum Nielsen (SKK). 

Projects which will be presented (preliminary list): 
	
	Title of project

Theme – main perspective
	Birth cohorts  and gender
	How many?

Family related?
	Class/place

	Julia Brannen

University of London, IoE
	Four generation families:

Work and caring across the generations

Intergenerational transmission of patterns of work and caring. Gendered life course perspective. Biography and history.
	- 1911-1920s

- 1940s

- 1960s-1970s

- children

Women and men
	12 kin groups with 5-8 pr. group

YES
	MC/WC

UK

	Jenny Hockey,

Vicky Robinson 

Sheffield University
	A cross-generational investigations of the making of heterosexual relationships

Growing-up heterosexual, making couples, divorce, widow(er)hood. How has the institution of het.sexuality changed?
	Women and men
	22 families/

three generations

YES
	UK

	Rachel Thompson& Mary Jane Kehily

Open University
	The making of modern motherhood: memories, identities, practices.

Intergenerational transference of experiences of motherhood. Mothers followed from before giving birth and till the child is 1 year.


	- late 1960s –

late 1980s.

Grandmothers: app. 1930-1960

Women
	60 first time mothers. In 12 cases also the woman’s mother and evt. grand mother. 

YES
	Large city/new town

UK

	Christine Thon 

University of Bielefeld
	Women’s movement and transition between generations

Relations to the women’s movement in the two youngest generations, in a biographical and generational perspective
	- 1919-1939

- 1947-1958

- 1968-1980

Women
	- 6

- 6

- 7

YES
	- rural

- MC

- HMC

Germany

	Ann

Nilsen

University of Bergen
	Expectations for the future: Two birth cohorts of  men and women

Anticipation of the future (retrospectively for the oldest)
	- 1935-42

- 1970-77

Women and men
	NO
	Norway

	Harriet Bjerrum Nielsen 

University of Oslo
	Modern girls – young women in three generations

Growing up – childhood and adolescence. Intertwinement of social mobility, cultural modernisation, psychological processes – and gender
	- 1910-1927

- 1940-1953

- 1971/72

Women
	- 14

- 21

- 22

YES
	Urban/rural (two eldest)

MC, LMC, WC  (all)

Norway


Hotel information: 

Local hotel accommodation:

We recommend following hotels in Oslo:

Hotel Stefan, which is central to most well-known sights in Oslo. Among some, King's Palace, City Hall, Oslo's main street Karl Johansgate, and the harbour with caffees and restaurants. There is a short distance to the underground and access to the University and Blindern where the Symposium takes place. SKK has reservered some rooms in this hotel for participants at the symposium. The price for single room is NOK 900,- each night. The price is discounted, and you must refer to SKK when you book a room. For further information about the hotel see http://www.thonhotels.com/stefan

Cochs pensjonat is as central as Hotel Stefan and a cheaper alternativ. 10 - 15 minutes walk from hotel Stefan,

Cochs pensjonat is close to the same sights as hotel Stefan, and the underground for access to the University and the symposium. For further information and prices see http://www.cochspensjonat.no/englishindex.html

Haraldsheim Youth Hotel is some less central, but the cheapest alternative while staying in Oslo. For further information and prices see http://eng.haraldsheim.no/
