Guides for ERASMUS-Students at the Department of Political and Social Sciences at the Free University of Berlin

	The Academic YEAR 2004-2005
	Autumn/Winter Semester 2004

Classes begin 18 October and end 19 February 2005 

Orientation for all students: 13 October – 14 October

Orientation for ERASMUS-Students: 22 October. The orientation serves to inform ERASMUS students about study programmes and required examinations. 

Vacation period: 20 December – 1 January

Spring/Sommer Semester 2005

Academic terms will be determined separately


	Contact Information


	Departmental Advisers:

Dr. Gero Neugebauer

FB Politik- und Sozialwissenschaften

Ihnestr. 26/Zimmer 109

14 195 Berlin

Tel.:+49-30-838 52024

Email: gerosofo@zedat.fu-berlin.de
Prof. Dr. Richard Stöss

FB Politik- und Sozialwissenschaften

Ihnestr. 26/Zimmer 104

14 195 Berlin

Tel.:+49-30-838 52023

Email: rstoess@zedat.fu-berlin.de
Departmental ERASMUS Co-ordinator: 

Sachka Stefanova

FB Politik- und Sozialwissenschaften

Ihnestr. 21/Zimmer 307

14 195 Berlin

Tel.:+49-30-838 55528

Email: stefanov@zedat.fu-berlin.de
Institutional ERASMUS Co-ordinator:

Dr. Eva Lack

ERASMUS-Büro

Freie Universität Berlin

Brümmerstr. 52 

14 195 Berlin

Tel.: +49-30-838 73401

Email: erasmus@zedat.fu-berlin.de



	Course Registration and Transcript of records
	All courses and seminars listed in the course programme of the Department are open to ERASMUS students. Since some of the courses are limited to a certain number of participants, the students might be asked to enroll prior to the begin of the semester by email to the teachers (see the specific curriculum of courses in the course progarmme). Besides, in order to obtain CREDITS, all students, including the ERASMUS students, have to additionally enrol for examinations and courses until the mid of November, 12. November 2004, in a list provided by the teachers in the attended courses during the semester. After completing the courses, the students will be provided with a “transcript” (Schein) for each single course they have successfully taken. All single transcripts have to be brought to the Departmental Coordinator who will prepare the total Transcript of Records for the whole study period in Berlin. 



	Structure of Studies and ECTS Credits 


	The courses are classified into Grund- und Hauptstudium according to their contents. The Grund- und Hauptstuidium correspond to Bachelor’s and Master’s level studies. All courses offered at the Department of Political and Soicial Sciences belong to a study block (module) which is the basic structural and thematic unit of the degree programmes (Grund- and Hauptstudium). Each module consists of a lecture and a seminar. Both units are thematically based on each other. Lectures provide students with an overview of the general principles of the study field, seminars deepen the understanding of the study field. 

Students are allowed to choose modules at both levels. However, we recommend undergraduate ERASMUS students to take modules of “Grundstudium”. The attendance of courses offered by other Departments at our University is not allowed except the students have a permition by the Departmental ERASMUS-Coordinator to attend those courses. However, at least two modules have to be taken at the Department of Political and Social Sciences. 

Our course programme offers various modules within the following study fields: Propädeutikum, Politische Theorie und Grundlagen der Politik, Politische Systeme, Internationale Beziehungen, Regionale Politikanalyse. The modules offered at Grundstudium’s level are divided into Pflichtmodules and Wahlpflichtmodules. This differentiation is not of importance for ERASMUS-students. The modules offered at Hauptstudium’level are called Aufbaumodules. 

CREDITS will be only granted or allocated to modules, not to a single lecture or a singal seminar. Therefore, the students are required to attend both a lecture and a seminar in order to complete a module. They will be, however, examined only in one of the units. 

The students may fulfill the set requirements of a module in several ways:

1) attending a lecture and a seminar and taking a written examination at the end of the lecture (in this case the student will not be examined within the seminar; the attendance of the seminar is, however, a requirement for completing the entire module).

2) attending a lecture and a seminar and writing an essay at the end of the seminar (in this case the student will not be examined within the lecture; the attendance of the lecture is, however, a requirement for completing the entire module).

3) attending a lecture and a seminar and writing a coursework at the end of the seminar (in this case the student will not be examined within the lecture; the attendance of the lecture is, however, a requierment for completing the entire module). 

If a student decides to take examinations within a seminar, they have to be aware that the workload of seminars normally contains not only the writing of an essay or a final course work at the end but also an oral presentation during the semester (see the sepcific curriculum of the seminars). At the same time, an oral presentation in the seminar is not sufficient for completing the seminar. 

Any oral examiniations at the end of a lecture or a seminar do not fulfill the examination requirments of a module, Therefore, credits can not be allocated to any oral examinations. 


	Grading of Courses and Exams
	GRUNDSTUDIUM

By completing a module (including the attendance of both a lecture and a Proseminar*) at Grundstudium-level a student will normally achieve 7 or 9 CREDITS. 7 Credits are granted if a student successfully takes a written examination of 2 hours at the end of the lecture or writes an essay at the end of the seminar. 9 Credits are granted if a student successfully writes an academic seminar paper at the end of the seminar. An essay contains normally 3.000 words, an academic seminar paper contains 4.500 words. 

Exceptions: There is a different system of allocating CREDITS for the following modules: 

1) Pflichtmodul “Einführung in die Politikwissenschaften”

By completing this module, a student will achieve automatically 9 CREDITS. The module requires students to attend a lecture, a seminar and a tutorium and to write an essay at the end of seminar. 

2) Pflichtmodul „Methoden“

By completing this module, a student will achieve automatically 13 CREDITS. The module requires students to attend two lectures and a seminar and to take two written exams at the end of the lectures. 

      Both modules are part of the study field “Propädeutikum”

* all seminars offered at this level are called Proseminar.
HAUPTSTUDIUM

By completing a module (including the attendance of both a lecture and a Hauptseminar** or the attendance of two Hauptseminare) at Haputstudium’s level a student will normally achieve 10 CREDITS. 10 Credits are granted if a student successfully takes a written examination of 4 hours at the end of the lecture or writes an academic seminar paper at the end of the seminar. A course work contains 6.000 words. 

Exceptions: There is a different system of allocating CREDITS for the module “Praxis- und fachübergreifendes Modul“. The module requires students to attend ONLY a seminar and to write an essay or an academic seminar paper at the end of the seminar. By completing this module, a student will achieve automatically 6 CREDITS. 

*** the seminars offered at this level are called Hauptseminare or Kernhauptseminare. The differentiation between Haupt- und Kernhauptseminare is not of importance for ERASMUS-students.
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