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Curriculum Vitae 
                 
 

Espen Sjaastad 
born 29.10.63 

 
Noragric 

Department of International Environment and Development Studies 
Norwegian Universiyt of Life Sciences 

P. O. Box 5001 
1432 Ås, Norway 

 
phone +47 64965511; fax +47 22197109; e-mail espen.sjaastad@umb.no 

                 
 
EDUCATION 1993 – 1997, PhD research (defence in 1998). 

Agricultural University of Norway (now Norwegian University of Life Sciences), 
Department of Forestry, Ås, Norway. 
 
1989 – 1991, Master of Forest Science. 
Yale University, School of Forestry and Environmental Studies, New Haven, CT, USA. 
 
1982 – 1987, Cand. agric. 
Agricultural University of Norway, Department of Forest Economics, Ås, Norway. 
 

EMPLOYMENT RECORD September, 1997 – present: Researcher, associate professor 
 Department of International Environment and Development Studies (Noragric), 

Norwegian University of Life Sciences, Ås, Norway. Coordination of technical support 
activities for the Drylands Coordination Group; lecturer in conflict and development, project 
appraisal, resource economics, property rights theory, and research methodology; research on 
rural exchange systems, land transactions, land reform, and environment and livelihoods; 
coordination of masters programme in development studies; acting head of education, 2004 
– 2005, deputy head of education 2003, 2005 – present. 

 
March, 1992 – June, 1993: Assistant professor. 
Centre for International Agricultural Development (Noragric), Agricultural University of 
Norway, Ås, Norway. Project appraisal; environmental assessment; lecturer in resource 
economics and resource management. 
 
May – July, 1989: Research assistant. 
Forest Productivity Section, Norwegian Forest Research Institute, Ås, Norway. 
 
January, 1988 – April, 1989: Mandatory national service. 
 
Summers, 1984 – 1986: Research assistant. 
Forest Regeneration Section, Norwegian Forest Research Institute, Ås, Norway;  
 
Summer, 1983: Forest technician. 
The Norwegian State Forests, Kongsberg, Norway. 

  
LANGUAGES English: fluent 

German: some 
Spanish: some 
Scandinavian languages: fluent 
 

MEMBERSHIPS American Economics Association 
Norwegian Forestry Society 
Association of Foreign Fulbright Fellows 
Norwegian Association for Development Research 
Norwegian Research Association 
 

MISCELLANEOUS Referee for Ecological Economics, Environmental Conservation, Forum for Development 
Studies, Journal of Environmental Management, Land Economics and World Development. 
Completed course in University Pedagogy, AUN, 1999. 
Member of the Resource Group of the Norwegian Rainforest Foundation, 1993 - 1995. 
Participated in the Organisation for Tropical Studies’ course in tropical ecosystems 
management, Costa Rica, 1990. 
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PUBLICATIONS 
   
 
JOURNAL ARTICLES Mamo, G., Sjaastad, E. and P. Vedeld, in press. “Economic Dependence on Forest Resources: 

A Case from Dendi District, Ethiopia,” Forest Policy and Economics. 
 
 Vedeld, P., Angelsen, A., Bojö, J., Sjaastad, E. and G. Kobugabe Berg, in press. “Forest 

Environmental Incomes and the Rural Poor,” Forest Policy and Economics. 
 
 Benjaminsen, T. A., Derman, B. and E. Sjaastad, in press. “Introduction,” Land Use Policy. 
 
 Benjaminsen, T. A., Rohde, R., Sjaastad, E., Wisborg, P. and T. Lebert, 2006. “Land Reform, 

Range Ecology and Carrying Capacities in Namaqualand, South Africa,” Annals of the 
American Association of Geographers, Vol. 96 (3): 524-540. 

 
 Sjaastad, E., Angelsen, A., Vedeld, P. and J. Bojö, 2005. “What is Environmental Income?” 

Ecological Economics, Vol. 55 (1): 37-46.  
 
Sjaastad, E. 2003. “Trends in the Emergence of Agricultural Land Markets in Sub-Saharan 
Africa,” Forum for Development Studies, Vol. 30 (1): 5-28. 
 
Benjaminsen, T. A. and E. Sjaastad, 2003. “Mathieu Versus de Soto: A Comment,” Forum 
for Development Studies, Vol. 30 (1): 89-92. 
 
Benjaminsen, T. A. and E. Sjaastad, 2002, “Race for the Prize: Land Transactions and Rent 
Appropriation in the Malian Cotton Zone,” European Journal of Development Research, Vol. 
14 (2): 129-152.1

 
Sjaastad, E. and D. W. Bromley, 2000. “The Prejudices of Property Rights: On 
Individualism, Specificity, and Security in Tenure Regimes,” Development Policy Review, 
Vol. 18 (4): 365-389. 
 
Sjaastad, E. and D. W. Bromley, 1997. "Indigenous Land Rights in Sub-Saharan Africa: 
Appropriation, Security and Investment Demand," World Development, Vol. 25 (4): 549-
562.2

 
Fimbel, R. A. and E. Sjaastad, 1994. "Wood Specific Gravity Variability in Ceiba 
Pentandra," Wood and Fiber Science, Vol. 26 (1): 91-96. 
 

BOOKS/EDITED VOLUMES Derman, B., Odgaard, R. and E. Sjaastad (eds.), 2006, in press. Conflicts over Land and 
Water in Africa, London: James Currey. 

 
 Benjaminsen, T. A., Derman, B. and E. Sjaastad (eds.), in press. Special Issue on Property 

Rights Perspectives, Land Use Policy.  
 

OTHER ACADEMIC   Derman, B., Lahiff, E. and E. Sjaastad, 2006. “Strategic Questions for Strategic Partners: 
Challenges and Pitfalls in South Africa’s New Model of Land Restitution,” paper presented at 
a Land Restitution Conference, Cape Town, September 2006. 

 
Benjaminsen, T. A., Rohde, R., Sjaastad, E., Wisborg, P. and T. Lebert, 2005. “The Politics 
of Land and Livestock,” Global Knowledge, No. P2. 
 
Sjaastad, E., 1999. “Trees, Tenure and Sustainability: An Economic Perspective,” in J. 
Oglethorpe (ed.), Tenure and Sustainable Use, Cambridge: World Conservation Union 
(IUCN) SIA Technical Series Vol. 2. 
 
Sjaastad, E., 1999. “Teaching Economics within an Interdisciplinary Framework: The Case of 
Noragric’s MNRSA Programme,” Papers in Didactics, Programme for Pedagogy, 

                     
1Also published in Benjaminsen, T. A. and C. Lund (eds.), 2003. Securing Rights to Land in Africa, 
London: Frank Cass. 
2Also published in Bromley, D. W., 1999. Sustaining Development: Environmental Resources in 
Developing Countries, Cheltenham: Edward Elgar, and in Parks, P. J. and I. W. Hardie (eds.), 2003. 
The Economics of Land Use, Aldershot: Ashgate. 
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Agricultural University of Norway. 
 
Sjaastad, E., 1998. Land Tenure and Land Use in Zambia: Cases from the Northern and 
Southern Provinces, PhD thesis, Dep. of Forest Sciences, Agricultural University of Norway, 
306 pp. 
 
Sjaastad, E., 1994. "Sharecropping, Efficiency, and Sustainable Land Use," in S. Holden 
(ed.), Development, Poverty and Environment, Ås: Department of Economics and Social 
Sciences, Agricultural University of Norway. 
 
Sjaastad, E., 1987. A Base-line Study of Shifting Cultivation in North-Eastern Zambia, M.Sc. 
thesis, Dep. of Forest Economics, Agricultural University of Norway, 86 pp. 
 

CONSULTANCY REPORTS Vedeld, P., Angelsen, A., Sjaastad, E. and G. Kobugabe Berg, 2004. ”Counting on the 
Environment: Forest Incomes and the Rural Poor,” Environment Department Working Paper 
No. 98, Washington, D. C.: World Bank. 
 

 Benjaminsen, T. A., Kaarhus, R. and E. Sjaastad, 2004. Appraisal of the Program to 
Formalise the Assets of the Poor of Tanzania and Strengthen the Rule of Law, Report to the 
Norwegian Foreign Ministry. 

 
 Øygard, R., Garcia, G., Guttormsen, A., Kachule, R., Mwanawina, I., Mwanaumo, A., 

Sjaastad, E. and M. Wik, 2003. The Maze of Maize: Improving Input and Output Market 
Access for Poor Smallholders in Southern African Region − The Experience of Zambia 
and Malawi, Report to NORAD, Oslo. 

 
 Sjaastad, E., Chamshama, S. A. O., Magnussen, K., Monela, G. C., Ngaga, Y. and P. 

Vedeld, 2003. Resource Economic Analysis of Catchment Forest Reserves in Tanzania, 
Dar es Salaam: Government of Tanzania, Ministry of Natural Resources and Tourism. 

 
 Sjaastad, E., Chamshama, S. A. O., Magnussen, K., Monela, G. C., Ngaga, Y. and P. 

Vedeld, 2003. ”Securing Tanzania’s Catchment Forest Reserves,” Policy Brief, Dar es 
Salaam: Government of Tanzania, Ministry of Natural Resources and Tourism. 

 
Hofstad, O., Balkman, C., Owino, F., Sjaastad, E. and B. Å. Tømmerås, 1999. A Review of 
Forestry Support to Tanzania, Report to the Finnish Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
 
Aarnes, D., Scott, G. and E. Sjaastad, 1998. The Potential for Market-Based Agricultural 
Development in Zambia, Report to NORAD, Lusaka. 
 
Svads, H. and E. Sjaastad, 1993. Environmental Impacts of Rural Road Programmes in 
Kenya, Report to the International Labour Organisation, Geneva. 
 
Svads, H. and E. Sjaastad, 1993. Guidelines for Integrating the Environmental Dimension 
into Rural Road Programmes, Report to the International Labour Organisation, Geneva. 
 

POPULAR ARTICLES Sjaastad, E. and T. A. Benjaminsen, 2004. “De Soto og praktisk politikk,” Bistandsaktuelt, 
Vol 7 (9): 2. 

 
Benjaminsen, T. A. and E. Sjaastad, 2003. “Kapitalens mysterium,” Feature Article, Bergens 
Tidende, 18.02.3

 
Benjaminsen, T. A. and E. Sjaastad, 2002. “Jordfordeling i Sør-Afrika – en tidsinnstilt 
bombe,” Feature Article, Aftenposten, 27.02. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
3Also published as “Hvordan skaper kapitalen utvikling?” Feature Article, Stavanger aftenblad, 
21.03.03. 
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