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Doctoral Theses at The Faculty of Psychology, 
 University of Bergen 

 
 
 

1980 
 
 

Allen, H.M., Dr. philos. Parent-offspring interactions in willow grouse (Lagopus L. 
Lagopus). 

1981 
 
 

Myhrer, T., Dr. philos. Behavioral Studies after selective disruption of hippocampal 
inputs in albino rats. 

1982 
 

Svebak, S., Dr. philos. The significance of motivation for task-induced tonic 
physiological changes. 

1983 Myhre, G., Dr. philos. The Biopsychology of behavior in captive Willow ptarmigan. 

 Eide, R., Dr. philos.   PSYCHOSOCIAL FACTORS AND INDICES OF HEALTH 
RISKS. The relationship of psychosocial conditions to 
subjective complaints, arterial blood pressure, serum 
cholesterol, serum triglycerides and urinary catecholamines in 
middle aged populations in Western Norway. 
 

 
 

Værnes, R.J., Dr. philos. Neuropsychological effects of diving. 

1984 
 
 
 

Kolstad, A., Dr. philos. Til diskusjonen om sammenhengen mellom sosiale forhold og 
psykiske strukturer. En epidemiologisk undersøkelse blant 
barn og unge. 

 Løberg, T., Dr. philos. Neuropsychological assessment in alcohol dependence. 

1985 
 

Hellesnes, T., Dr. philos. Læring og problemløsning. En studie av den perseptuelle 
analysens betydning for verbal læring. 

 Håland, W., Dr. philos. Psykoterapi: relasjon, utviklingsprosess og effekt. 

1986 
 
 

Hagtvet, K.A., Dr. philos.  The construct of test anxiety: Conceptual and methodological 
issues. 

 Jellestad, F.K., Dr. philos. Effects of neuron specific amygdala lesions on fear-motivated 
behavior in rats. 

1987 Aarø, L.E., Dr. philos.  Health behaviour and sosioeconomic Status. A survey among 
the adult population in Norway. 

 Underlid, K., Dr. philos. Arbeidsløyse i psykososialt perspektiv. 

 
 
 

Laberg, J.C., Dr. philos. Expectancy and classical conditioning in alcoholics' craving. 

 Vollmer, F.C., Dr. philos.  Essays on explanation in psychology. 

 Ellertsen, B., Dr. philos. Migraine and tension headache: Psychophysiology, 
personality and therapy. 

1988 Kaufmann, A., Dr. philos.  Antisosial atferd hos ungdom. En studie av psykologiske 
determinanter. 



 II

 
 

Mykletun, R.J., Dr. philos.  Teacher stress: personality, work-load and health. 

 
 
 

Havik, O.E., Dr. philos.  After the myocardial infarction: A medical and psychological 
study with special emphasis on perceived illness. 

1989 Bråten, S., Dr. philos.  Menneskedyaden. En teoretisk tese om sinnets dialogiske 
natur med informasjons- og utviklingspsykologiske 
implikasjoner sammenholdt med utvalgte spedbarnsstudier. 
 

 
 
 

Wold, B., Dr. psychol. Lifestyles and physical activity. A theoretical and empirical 
analysis of socialization among children and adolescents. 

1990 Flaten, M.A., Dr. psychol. The role of habituation and learning in reflex 
modification. 

1991 Alsaker, F.D., Dr. philos.  Global negative self-evaluations in early adolescence. 

 
 
 

Kraft, P., Dr. philos.  AIDS prevention in Norway. Empirical studies on diffusion of 
knowledge, public opinion, and sexual behaviour. 

 Endresen, I.M., Dr. philos. Psychoimmuniological stress markers in working life. 

 Faleide, A.O., Dr. philos.  Asthma and allergy in childhood. Psychosocial and 
psychotherapeutic problems. 

1992 Dalen, K., Dr. philos.  Hemispheric asymmetry and the Dual-Task Paradigm: An 
experimental approach. 

 Bø, I.B., Dr. philos. Ungdoms sosiale økologi. En undersøkelse av 14-16 åringers 
sosiale nettverk. 

 
 
 
 

Nivison, M.E., Dr. philos.  The relationship between noise as an experimental and 
environmental stressor, physiological changes and 
psychological factors. 

 Torgersen, A.M., Dr. philos.  Genetic and environmental influence on temperamental 
behaviour. A longitudinal study of twins from infancy to 
adolescence. 
 

1993 Larsen, S., Dr. philos.  Cultural background and problem drinking. 

 
 
 

Nordhus, I.H., Dr. philos.  Family caregiving. A community psychological study with 
special emphasis on clinical interventions. 

 Thuen, F., Dr. psychol.  Accident-related behaviour among children and young 
adolescents: Prediction and prevention. 

 Solheim, R., Dr. philos.  Spesifikke lærevansker. Diskrepanskriteriet anvendt i 
seleksjonsmetodikk. 

 Johnsen, B.H., Dr. psychol.   Brain assymetry and facial emotional expressions: 
Conditioning experiments. 

1994 Tønnessen, F.E., Dr. philos.  The etiology of Dyslexia. 

 Kvale, G., Dr. psychol. Psychological factors in anticipatory nausea and vomiting in 
cancer chemotherapy. 

 Asbjørnsen, A.E., Dr. psychol.  Structural and dynamic factors in dichotic listening: An 
interactional model. 



 III

 Bru, E., Dr. philos.  The role of psychological factors in neck, shoulder and low 
back pain among female  hospitale staff. 

 Braathen, E.T., Dr. psychol.  Prediction of exellence and discontinuation in different types 
of sport: The significance of  motivation and EMG. 
 

 Johannessen, B.F., Dr. philos.  Det flytende kjønnet. Om lederskap, politikk og identitet. 
 

1995 Sam, D.L., Dr. psychol. Acculturation of young immigrants in Norway: A 
psychological and socio-cultural adaptation. 
 

 Bjaalid, I.-K., Dr. philos Component processes in word recognition. 

 Martinsen, Ø., Dr. philos.  Cognitive style and insight. 
 

 Nordby, H., Dr. philos. Processing of auditory deviant events: Mismatch negativity of 
event-related brain potentials. 

 Raaheim, A., Dr. philos. Health perception and health behaviour, theoretical 
considerations, empirical studies, and practical implications. 
 

 Seltzer, W.J., Dr.philos. Studies of Psychocultural Approach to Families in Therapy. 

 Brun, W., Dr.philos. Subjective conceptions of uncertainty and risk. 
 

 Aas, H.N., Dr. psychol. Alcohol expectancies and socialization: 
Adolescents learning to drink. 
 

 Bjørkly, S., Dr. psychol. Diagnosis and prediction of intra-institutional 
aggressive behaviour in psychotic patients 

1996 Anderssen, N., Dr. psychol. Physical activity of young people in a health perspective: 
Stability, change and social influences. 

 Sandal, Gro Mjeldheim, Dr. 
psychol. 

Coping in extreme environments: The role of personality. 

 Strumse, Einar, Dr. philos. The psychology of aesthetics: explaining visual preferences 
for agrarian landscapes in Western Norway. 
 

 Hestad, Knut, Dr. philos. Neuropsychological deficits in HIV-1 infection. 

  Lugoe, L.Wycliffe, Dr. philos. Prediction of Tanzanian students’ HIV risk and preventive 
behaviours 

 Sandvik, B. Gunnhild, Dr. philos. Fra distriktsjordmor til institusjonsjordmor. Fremveksten av en 
profesjon og en profesjonsutdanning 
 

 Lie, Gro Therese, Dr. psychol. The disease that dares not speak its name: Studies on factors 
of  importance for coping  with HIV/AIDS in Northern 
Tanzania 

 Øygard, Lisbet, Dr. philos. Health behaviors among young adults. A psychological and 
sociological approach 

 Stormark, Kjell Morten, Dr. 
psychol. 

Emotional modulation of selective attention: Experimental and 
clinical evidence. 

 Einarsen, Ståle, Dr. psychol. Bullying and harassment at work: epidemiological and 
psychosocial aspects. 



 IV

1997 Knivsberg, Ann-Mari, Dr. philos. Behavioural abnormalities and childhood psychopathology: 
Urinary peptide patterns as a potential tool in diagnosis and 
remediation. 
 

 Eide, Arne H., Dr. philos. Adolescent drug use in Zimbabwe. Cultural orientation in a 
global-local perspective and use of psychoactive substances 
among secondary school students. 
 

 Sørensen, Marit, Dr. philos. The psychology of initiating and maintaining exercise and diet 
behaviour. 

 Skjæveland, Oddvar, Dr. psychol. Relationships between spatial-physical neighborhood 
attributes and social relations among neighbors. 

 Zewdie, Teka, Dr. philos. Mother-child relational patterns in Ethiopia. Issues of 
developmental theories and intervention programs. 
 

 Wilhelmsen, Britt Unni, Dr. 
philos. 

Development and evaluation of two educational programmes 
designed to prevent alcohol use among adolescents. 
 

 Manger, Terje, Dr. philos. Gender differences in mathematical achievement among 
Norwegian elementary school  students. 

1998 
V 

 
Lindstrøm, Torill Christine, Dr. 
philos. 
 

 
«Good Grief»: Adapting to Bereavement. 

 Skogstad, Anders, Dr. philos. Effects of  leadership behaviour on job satisfaction, health and 
efficiency. 
 

 Haldorsen, Ellen M. Håland,   
Dr. psychol. 

Return to work in low back pain patients. 

 Besemer, Susan P., Dr. philos. Creative Product Analysis: The Search for a Valid Model for 
Understanding Creativity in Products. 
 

H Winje, Dagfinn, Dr. psychol. Psychological adjustment after severe trauma. A longitudinal 
study of adults’ and children’s posttraumatic reactions and 
coping after the bus accident in Måbødalen, Norway 1988. 
 

 Vosburg, Suzanne K., Dr. philos. The effects of mood on creative problem solving. 

 Eriksen, Hege R., Dr. philos. Stress and coping: Does it really matter for subjective health 
complaints? 

 
 
 

Jakobsen, Reidar, Dr. psychol. 
 

Empiriske studier av kunnskap og holdninger om hiv/aids og 
den normative seksuelle utvikling i ungdomsårene. 
 

1999 
V 

 
Mikkelsen, Aslaug, Dr. philos. 

 
Effects of learning opportunities and learning climate on 
occupational health. 
 

 Samdal, Oddrun, Dr. philos. The school environment as a risk or resource for students’ 
health-related behaviours and subjective well-being. 
 

 Friestad, Christine, Dr. philos. Social psychological approaches to smoking. 

 Ekeland, Tor-Johan, Dr. philos. 
 
 

Meining som medisin. Ein analyse av placebofenomenet og 
implikasjoner for terapi og terapeutiske teoriar. 
 

H Saban, Sara, Dr. psychol. Brain Asymmetry and Attention: Classical Conditioning 
Experiments. 



 V

 Carlsten, Carl Thomas, Dr. philos. God lesing – God læring. En aksjonsrettet studie av 
undervisning i fagtekstlesing. 

 Dundas, Ingrid, Dr. psychol. Functional and dysfunctional closeness. Family interaction 
and children’s adjustment. 

 Engen, Liv, Dr. philos. 
 
 

Kartlegging av leseferdighet på småskoletrinnet og vurdering 
av faktorer som kan være av betydning for optimal 
leseutvikling. 
 

2000 
V 

 
Hovland, Ole Johan, Dr. philos. 

 
Transforming a self-preserving “alarm” reaction into a self-
defeating emotional response: Toward an integrative approach 
to anxiety as a human phenomenon. 
 

 Lillejord, Sølvi, Dr. philos. Handlingsrasjonalitet og spesialundervisning. En analyse av 
aktørperspektiver. 
 

 Sandell, Ove, Dr. philos. Den varme kunnskapen. 

 Oftedal, Marit Petersen, Dr. philos.
 
 

Diagnostisering av ordavkodingsvansker: En prosessanalytisk 
tilnærmingsmåte. 
 

H Sandbak, Tone, Dr. psychol. Alcohol consumption and preference in the rat: The 
significance of individual differences and relationships to 
stress pathology 
 

 Eid, Jarle, Dr. psychol. 
 
 

Early predictors of PTSD symptom reporting;  
The significance of  contextual and individual factors. 

2001 
V 

 
Skinstad, Anne Helene, Dr. philos. 

 
Substance dependence and borderline personality disorders. 

 Binder, Per-Einar, Dr. psychol. Individet og den meningsbærende andre. En teoretisk 
undersøkelse av de mellommenneskelige forutsetningene for 
psykisk liv og utvikling med utgangspunkt i Donald 
Winnicotts teori. 
 

 Roald, Ingvild K., Dr. philos. 
 
 

Building of concepts. A study of Physics concepts of 
Norwegian deaf students. 

H Fekadu, Zelalem W., Dr. philos. Pridicting contraceptive use and intention among a sample of 
adolescent girls. An application of the theory of planned 
behaviour in Ethiopian context. 
 

 Melesse, Fantu, Dr. philos. 
 

The more intelligent and  sensitive child  (MISC) mediational 
intervention in an Ethiopian context: An evaluation study. 
 

 Råheim, Målfrid, Dr. philos. Kvinners kroppserfaring og livssammenheng. En 
fenomenologisk – hermeneutisk studie av friske kvinner og 
kvinner med kroniske muskelsmerter. 
 

 Engelsen, Birthe Kari, Dr. psychol. Measurement of the eating problem construct. 

 Lau, Bjørn, Dr. philos. Weight and eating concerns in adolescence. 

2002 
V 

 
Ihlebæk, Camilla, Dr. philos. 

 
Epidemiological studies of subjective health complaints. 

 Rosén, Gunnar O. R., Dr. philos. The phantom limb experience. Models for understanding and 
treatment of pain with hypnosis. 



 VI

 Høines, Marit Johnsen, Dr. philos. Fleksible språkrom. Matematikklæring som tekstutvikling. 

 Anthun, Roald Andor, Dr. philos. School psychology service quality. 
Consumer appraisal, quality dimensions, and collaborative 
improvement potential 
 

 Pallesen, Ståle, Dr. psychol. Insomnia in the elderly. Epidemiology, psychological 
characteristics and treatment. 

 Midthassel, Unni Vere, Dr. philos. Teacher involvement in school development activity. A study 
of teachers in Norwegian compulsory schools 

 Kallestad, Jan Helge, Dr. philos. 
 
 

Teachers, schools and implementation of the Olweus Bullying 
Prevention Program. 
 

H Ofte, Sonja Helgesen, Dr. psychol. Right-left discrimination in adults and children. 

 Netland, Marit, Dr. psychol. Exposure to political violence. The need to estimate our 
estimations. 

 Diseth, Åge, Dr. psychol. Approaches to learning: Validity and  prediction of academic 
performance. 

 Bjuland, Raymond, Dr. philos. 
 
 

Problem solving in geometry. Reasoning processes of student 
teachers working in small groups: A dialogical approach. 

2003 
V 

 
Arefjord, Kjersti, Dr. psychol. 

 
After the myocardial infarction – the wives’ view. Short- and 
long-term adjustment in wives of myocardial infarction 
patients. 
 

 Ingjaldsson, Jón  Þorvaldur, Dr. 
psychol. 

Unconscious Processes and Vagal Activity in Alcohol 
Dependency. 

 Holden, Børge, Dr. philos. Følger av atferdsanalytiske forklaringer for atferdsanalysens 
tilnærming til utforming av behandling. 
 

 Holsen, Ingrid, Dr. philos. 
 

Depressed mood from adolescence to ’emerging adulthood’. 
Course and longitudinal influences of body image and parent-
adolescent relationship. 
 

 Hammar, Åsa Karin, Dr. psychol. Major depression and cognitive dysfunction- An experimental 
study of the cognitive effort hypothesis. 

 Sprugevica, Ieva, Dr. philos. The impact of enabling skills on early reading acquisition. 

 Gabrielsen, Egil, Dr. philos. LESE FOR LIVET. Lesekompetansen i den norske 
voksenbefolkningen sett i lys av visjonen om en enhetsskole. 
 

H  Hansen, Anita Lill, Dr. psychol. The influence of heart rate variability in the regulation of 
attentional and memory processes. 

 Dyregrov, Kari, Dr. philos. 
 
 

The loss of child by suicide, SIDS, and accidents: 
Consequences, needs and provisions of help. 

2004 
V 

 
Torsheim, Torbjørn, Dr. psychol. 

 
Student role strain and subjective health complaints: 
Individual, contextual, and longitudinal perspectives. 
 

 Haugland, Bente Storm Mowatt 
Dr. psychol. 
 

Parental alcohol abuse. Family functioning and child 
adjustment. 



 VII

 Milde, Anne Marita, Dr. psychol. Ulcerative colitis and the role of stress. Animal studies of 
psychobiological factors in  relationship to experimentally 
induced colitis. 
 

 Stornes, Tor, Dr. philos. Socio-moral behaviour in sport. An investigation of 
perceptions of sportspersonship in handball related to 
important factors of socio-moral influence. 
 

 Mæhle, Magne, Dr. philos. Re-inventing the child in family therapy: An investigation of 
the relevance and applicability of theory and research in child 
development for family therapy involving children. 
 

 Kobbeltvedt, Therese, Dr. psychol. Risk and feelings: A field approach. 

H Thomsen, Tormod, Dr. psychol. Localization of attention in the brain. 

 Løberg, Else-Marie, Dr. psychol. Functional laterality and attention modulation in 
schizophrenia: Effects of clinical variables. 

 Kyrkjebø, Jane Mikkelsen, Dr. 
philos. 

Learning to improve: Integrating continuous quality 
improvement learning into nursing education. 

 Laumann, Karin,  Dr. psychol. Restorative and stress-reducing effects of natural 
environments: Experiencal, behavioural and cardiovascular 
indices. 
 

 Holgersen, Helge, PhD 
 

Mellom oss -  Essay i relasjonell psykoanalyse. 

2005 
V 

 
Hetland, Hilde, Dr. psychol. 

 
Leading to the extraordinary?  
Antecedents and outcomes of transformational leadership. 
 

 Iversen, Anette Christine, Dr. 
philos. 

Social differences in health behaviour: the motivational role of 
perceived control and coping. 

H Mathisen, Gro Ellen, PhD Climates for creativity and innovation: Definitions, 
measurement, predictors and consequences. 

 Sævi, Tone, Dr. philos. Seeing disability pedagogically – The lived experience of 
disability in the pedagogical encounter. 
 

 Wiium, Nora, PhD Intrapersonal factors, family and school norms: combined and 
interactive influence on adolescent smoking behaviour. 
 

 Kanagaratnam, Pushpa, PhD Subjective and objective correlates of Posttraumatic Stress in 
immigrants/refugees exposed to political violence. 
 

 Larsen, Torill M. B. , PhD Evaluating principals` and teachers` implementation of Second 
Step. A case study of four Norwegian primary schools. 
 

 Bancila, Delia, PhD 
 
 

Psychosocial stress and distress among Romanian adolescents 
and adults. 

2006 
V 

 
Hillestad, Torgeir Martin,  Dr. 
philos. 

 
Normalitet og avvik. Forutsetninger for et objektivt 
psykopatologisk avviksbegrep. En psykologisk, sosial, 
erkjennelsesteoretisk og teorihistorisk framstilling. 
 

 Nordanger, Dag Øystein,  Dr. 
psychol. 

Psychosocial discourses and responses to political violence in 
post-war Tigray, Ethiopia. 



 VIII

 Rimol, Lars Morten, PhD Behavioral and fMRI studies of auditory laterality and speech 
sound processing. 

 Krumsvik, Rune Johan, Dr. philos. ICT in the school. ICT-initiated school development in lower 
secondary school. 
 

 Norman, Elisabeth, Dr. psychol. Gut feelings and unconscious thought:  
An exploration of fringe consiousness in implicit cognition. 
 

 Israel, K Pravin, Dr. psychol. Parent involvement in the mental health care of children and 
adolescents. Emperical studies from clinical care setting. 

 Glasø, Lars, PhD Affects and emotional regulation in leader-subordinate 
relationships. 

 Knutsen, Ketil, Dr. philos. HISTORIER UNGDOM LEVER – En studie av hvordan 
ungdommer bruker historie for å gjøre livet meningsfullt. 

 Matthiesen, Stig Berge, PhD Bullying at work. Antecedents and outcomes. 

H Gramstad, Arne, PhD Neuropsychological assessment of cognitive and emotional 
functioning in patients with epilepsy. 
 

 Bendixen, Mons, PhD Antisocial behaviour in early adolescence: Methodological 
and substantive issues. 
 

 Mrumbi, Khalifa Maulid, PhD Parental illness and loss to HIV/AIDS as experienced by 
AIDS orphans aged between 12-17 years from Temeke 
District, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania: A study of the children’s 
psychosocial health and coping responses. 
 

 Hetland, Jørn, Dr. psychol. The nature of subjective health complaints in adolescence: 
Dimensionality, stability, and psychosocial predictors. 

 Kakoko, Deodatus Conatus 
Vitalis, PhD 

Voluntary HIV counselling and testing service uptake among 
primary school teachers in Mwanza, Tanzania: assessment of 
socio-demographic, psychosocial and socio-cognitive aspects. 
 

 Mykletun, Arnstein, Dr. psychol. Mortality and work-related disability as long-term 
consequences of anxiety and depression: Historical cohort 
designs based on the HUNT-2 study. 

 
 
 




