Teaching practice in Prague, March 07. 

Teaching practice in Prague:

Kristin, Line, Hanne Christel and I, all got the opportunity to have our fourth year practice in Prague. We were going to spend three weeks at a British international school in the Czech capital. First of all we had to get in contact with the school. Mr. [image: image1.jpg]"




 Bagust was our contact person and we send him a mail letting him know when we were coming and what subject we had been studying back in Norway. We gave him some information about our selves and told him witch age group we would like to be in. We were separated into two groups. Kristin and I were placed in a school called Petriny and Line and Hanne Christel in Kamyck. I got year 3, witch means that the children are between 7 and 9 years. Before we could go, there was some practical stuff that had to be taking care of. We applied for a loan and “stipend” from “lånekassen”. We got 2200 in stipend and 800 in loan. We also had to get in touch with the different headmasters on both schools. Line and Hanne Christel had no problem getting in touch with their headmaster. Kristin and I on the other hand had some difficulties. We tried sending several e-mails but didn’t get any answer. The night before our flight down to Prague we decided to call her. We got all the information on where and when to show up. All four of us had decided to go down to Prague five days before our practice started so that we could get to know the city and find out how to get to the schools. Normally our practice wouldn’t have started before the 5th of March so when we booked plain tickets for the 28th of February we thought we would have quit a lot of time to look around. When Mr. Bagust heard that we were arriving so early he asked us if we could meet at our schools the day after our arrival. We thought that we were only going to have a short meeting with the staff just to get all the information we needed, so we agreed. Since we didn’t have time to find out how to get to the school we had to take a Taxi. Prague is very cheep, so this didn’t cost us too much. After 20 minutes we arrived at the school. We didn’t meet the headmaster when we came, but the assisting headmaster was there. (She turned out to be very scary!) We got introduced to the two teachers we were suppose to follow for the next three weeks. Strangely enough they didn’t seem to have any information about us at all. One of the teachers didn’t even seem to know that we were coming to the school. I guess you could say that our first meeting with Petriny was kind of confusing. What we though was just a short meeting with the staff, turned out to be the beginning of our practice. We were thrown right in to the classes and started observing. In the first brake we talked with the assisting headmaster. We explained the situation and she luckily was very understanding (that was before we got to know her!). We agreed that since we had to be there that day we could have a study day later on during the three weeks. 
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As I have mentioned earlier I was inn year 3. My teacher, Mr Lawlor was a young Irish man (by the way, the whole staff was very young), and he turned out to be a very good teacher. He had a special way to talk to the kids, and it was obvious that they all loved him. Since the assisting head was kind of unapproachable, Mr. Lawlor had to deal with all the different problems at the school. This ended up in a number of interruptions during class, and it was noticeable that this was disturbing for both pupils and teacher. 
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The class was amazing, 13 kids from different high profile families in Prague. They were aware of their parents paying for the school and were very keen on doing there best. This was one of the main differences. Another thing we noticed right away was that the school had a very well organized “star system”. The kids got starts for good work and smiley faces for good behaviour, and each Friday they had assembly where prizes were handed out. 
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I will also like to mention the classroom. It was decorated with all kind of learning material. This was done with a lot of collar, and made the classroom warm and cosy, as well as educational.  
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When it comes to us doing the teaching, both my and Kristin’s teachers seemed to have everything already planed, and they wasn’t to keen on letting us decide what to teach. Therefore we didn’t have nearly as much teaching as we normally have in Norwegian practice. But we got the opportunity to organize a PE lesson, geography, and I also had a combined numeracy and literacy lesson. 

All in all I would like to say that this practice has been a great experience and I advice all third or fourth year students to use this opportunity to see a different school system.  

Some practical information:     

Accommodation: After talking to some of the people who had been in Prague last year we decided to rent an apartment through a Norwegian firm called Praha1. This was probably a quit expensive chose, but we had heard that some of the people who had rented from Czech firms had some problems with break-ins, so we decided that this was the best way to do this. For one month we had to pay 15 000 NOK, in other words 3750 NOK each. Since we only had one room to share this was pretty expensive. Apart from the fact that there where only one bedroom the flat was very nice. It had two floors; kitchen, living room and a toilet in the first floor, and bedroom and bathroom in the second. The bathroom looked great but the shower didn’t function very well. The living room had a sofa that turned into a bed, so we decided that we could take turns sleeping on it. Kristin and I started in the bedroom upstairs. The apartment’s location was perfect. It only took us about ten minutes to walk down to the city centre, and it was close both to the metro station and to the trams (trikk). I guess we could say that we were pretty pleased with the accommodation.        

Plain tickets: Our tickets from Værnes to Prague and back again only cost us 1600 NOK. This was a direct flight. We had arranged with Praha 1 that they would send a man to pick us up. For this service we had to pay 600 koruna (approximately 40 NOK each.) He drove us straight to the apartment, and we got a short guided tour as well.  
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