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Introduction 

Kindergartens, schools, leisure time programs, etc. may serve as workshops where children and adults together develop their sense of and ability to grasp aspects of the aesthetic dimensions of everyday life. These surroundings may be a big city, the block, the home street, a riverbed, a forest, a small village, etc. The aim of this unit is that adults and children together should experience, explore and create, inspired by what is present in their daily life. It is of vital importance for educators to be aware of such qualities in the world around us and be able to create positive situations and experiences where they are explored and expressed. 

Experience, inspiration and interpretation of art are individual processes. The unit will present various art forms to the students and challenge them to make their own expressions based on a deeper understanding of aesthetics. The various art forms like theatre, visual art, literature, design, and music will be integrated in this study unit. 

Children create spontaneously. In play they use all the elements of from the surroundings, music, drama, visual-, verbal- and physical expressions. It is essential that educators recognise, acknowledge and inspire the child’s creativity through creative teaching.  

The unit seeks to explore meeting points between the student's own creative production and the aesthetics of children's lives. It is the goal of this course that through this exploration, one learns about the value of one's own and others' aesthetic resources.

It is an advantage for students to have a basic knowledge of subjects such as music, science, drama, arts and literature from an educational viewpoint prior to the course. 

The unit is intended for educators at all levels, but will have a specific focus on younger children. The theories and methods should, however, be applicable for other age groups as well. 

The unit consists of 30 ECTS credit points. As the unit is organised in modules, it is possible to receive documentation for completion of less than 30 credit points.

Goals

Through the study the students are expected to: 

· develop their consciousness of the aesthetics of daily life

· explore and interpret nature, culture, and art expressions

· evaluate nature, culture, and art expressions based on various aesthetic criteria

· strengthen their abilities to communicate nature, culture, and art expressions 

· develop their abilities to be creative 

· apply aesthetic knowledge and skills in a practical didactic context 

Contents

The topics of study are:
Theory

· philosophy of art, art history, science of education and aesthetic theory
· experience with various aesthetic means of expression, genres and expressive forms

· evaluation of a variety of aesthetic expressions through different theories and cultures 

Aesthetic ideals and practice from other countries 

· different aesthetic ideals

· aesthetic traditions within different cultures

· aesthetic practices within different pedagogical traditions

Nature as background for aesthetic activity

· perception, experience, and analysis of natural environments, such as coast, forest,lakes, rivers … 

· natural phenomena typical of the Nordic area 

· aesthetic activity based on experience with nature 

The city as background for aesthetic activity

· perception, experience, and analysis of urban environments; the street, the block, the park, the monuments, the life of the city …

· urban environment typical of the Nordic area

· aesthetic activity based on experience with urban environment

Practical creative work

· knowledge about and experience with various materials, tools and techniques

· various creative processes; from idea to finished product

· evaluation of interplay between idea, content, and means of expression 

· evaluation of interplay between form, function, and expression

· knowledge about and experience with aesthetic means of expression in the one's own creative work

The aesthetic dimension in educational work with children and adolescents

· arranging aesthetic activity in work with children in nature, local environment, child care institution, etc.

· developing critical thinking and "new" aesthetic ideals about established traditions and practices in one's own educational work

Organization and methods of study

The study unit is organised in 4 modules. A combination of 3 modules of 30 credits in total will give local and external students a full study unit. Students who only want a 3 month/12 weeks course may take module 2 separately.

Modules 


Who



What

          Credit points

	Module 1:  3 months
	All students
	Aesthetics of daily life

(intensive course)
	20

	Module 2:   4 weeks


	All full term students

	Individual in depth study
	10


Methods of study:  

· Literature studies, theory

· Lectures and supervision

· Excursions

· Workshops

· Seminars

· Cultural exchanges, discussions

· Reflective log

·  Individual and group papers/performances

The students individual work or didactical reflections will be directed to their profession, either kindergarten, school or children with special needs etc.


The students are expected to work approx. 40 hours per week in all modules. 

Assessment and Credits (ECTS)

Applicable to Norwegian students only: Suitability 

Student participation in course work is assessed in relation to suitability for the teaching profession. “Assessment of suitability will be a part of the overall evaluation of the students’ subject-specific, pedagogical and personal qualifications for work as a teacher.” (Cf. regulations pertaining to suitability assessment in teacher education, from the Ministry of Education, 1999).

Module 1:  

Assessment is based on a portfolio consisting of:

· a documented creative process resulting in an artistic product

· a documented work on a writing process, from individual childhood story to radio theatre

· an individual written paper 

· document an excursion

· documented group work on a topic presented in class

All documentation must include written reflection on the process.

The assignment is graded by the internal examiner.

Grading scale A- F

Grading scale will be according to the ECTS grading scale, with A – E as pass grades and F as fail grade. 

Grading scale- pass/fail

The group presentation is graded pass/fail.

Re-examination 

In case of failing the exam or in case of valid absence at the time of the exam, the student is entitled to make a renewed attempt the next year/semester. A new project presentation and/or individual examination will be arranged. The students are themselves responsible for registering for the re-examination within given deadlines.  


Module 2: 

Individual written assignment. The student chooses from subjects presented in class.

The assignment is graded by the internal examiner.

Grading scale A- F

Grading scale will be according to the ECTS grading scale, with A – E as pass grades and F as fail grade.

Re-examination 

Students who fail must contact the teaching staff to have a new deadline arranged.

Assessment criteria for the grade scale A-F

	Symbol
	Name
	General, qualitative description of grade

	A
	Outstanding
	The assignment answer documents

· outstanding subject knowledge and ability to use it in a cross-disciplinary and educational context 

· outstanding degree of independence and ability to relate subject knowledge to what is asked for in the assignment text 

· outstanding ability in written exposition 

	B
	Very good
	The assignment answer documents

· very good subject knowledge and ability to use it in a cross-disciplinary and educational context 

· very high degree of independence and ability to relate subject knowledge to what is asked for in the assignment text 

· very high ability in written exposition 

	C
	Good
	The assignment answer documents

· good subject knowledge and ability to use it in a cross-disciplinary and educational context 

· high degree of independence and ability to relate subject knowledge to what is asked for in the assignment text 

· high ability in written exposition 

	D
	Fairly good 
	The assignment answer documents

· fairly good subject knowledge and ability to use it in a cross-disciplinary and educational context 

· reasonable independence and ability to relate subject knowledge to what is asked for in the assignment text 

· reasonable ability in written exposition 

	E
	Adequate
	The assignment answer documents

· adequate subject knowledge and ability to use it in a cross-disciplinary and educational context 

· adequate independence and ability to relate subject knowledge to what is asked for in the assignment text 

· adequate ability in written exposition 

	F
	Not passed
	The assignment answer does not satisfy minimum requirements 


Assessment criteria for the grades pass/fail

	Pass
	The student/group shows reflection in relation to learning goals, educational practice, the specific character of the study unit and personal/group development.

The student/group demonstrates a level of knowledge and skill which satisfies 

criteria set by the team of students and subject teachers

	Fail
	The student/the group shows lack of reflection in relation to learning goals, educational practice, the specific character of the study unit and personal/group development

The student/the group does not demonstrate a level of knowledge and skill which satisfies criteria set by the team of students and subject teachers


