INTERNATIONAL M.Sc. PROGRAMMES IN ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL TECHNOLOGY AND PROCESS TECHNOLOGY AT TELEMARK UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, NORWAY

Academic  programmes
The above mentioned programmes are 2-year graduate studies, taught in English and designed spesifically for international students. Norwegian and international students may apply. Both programmes have a special emphasize on environmental technology, with up to 70% joint curiculum.  The programmes include lectures, laboratory work, individual and group project works, and a final individual and independent thesis conducted during the final semester.  The academic year is organized in a autumn and a spring semester. 

Admission requirements includes a B.Sc./B.Eng. certificate from home institution, within Chemical Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, Environmental Engineering or similar and proficiency in English (TOEFL-test or other approved international English language test). 

A detailed description of the programmes and individuaol courses are available from this web-address:   

Application procedures 

As suggested earlier, we would like you to nominate approximately 70 elegible students, while we would like to do the final screening to select the 30 students we would like to offer admittance. Dr. Hoyvik and professor Bakke will conduct these interviews during their preparatory visit in March.

We do require that our foreign students have passed an internationally recognized proficiency test in English as part of our entry requirements and would ask you to please facilitate for such tests to be completed before application deadlines.

An updated application form is now available at this web-address:

http://www-pors.hit.no/tf/mt/eet/application-form-felles.doc

We would kindly ask you to have a printed version of the application forms for all your nominated applicants ready for Dr. Hoyvik and professor Bakke when they arrive in Wuhan.  Applications should be complete, with pictures and grade transcripts in Chinese and English version, as well as proof of proficiency in English.  

Admittance

As soon as Dr. Hoyvik and professor Bakke returns to Norway, we will start completing the application procedures on our part.  We hope to be able to send formal letters of acceptance  by the end of the month of March.

Visas/residence permit

Citizens of the People's Republic of China need a visa and a residence permit in order to be admitted to the Kingdom of Norway for study purposes. Immigration procedures unfortunately may be rather timeconsuming on the part of the immigration authorities. Visas are issued individually to each student.  Yet, we would strongly advice you to submit applications for all the students jointly to the Embassy of the Kingdom of Norway in Beijing or nearest consulate.

In order to make theses procedures move as smootly as possible, it is most important that all crucial requirements are met by each individual student.  These basic requirements include:

· A confirmed letter of acceptance to a particular academic programme at a Norwegian  university or college.  All students will receive such a letter from us as soon as their application is formally accepted and they have passed the personal interview.

· A statement from the student that the purpose of their application for residence permit is restricted to study purposes, and that their intention is to return to their  country of origin when their studies in Norway are completed. A draft for such a statment will be issued by us and sent the students along with their letter of acceptance.

· To secure subsistance and living costs while studying in Norway, the students each must provide an amount equivalent to a minimum of NOK 80.000 per academic year.  This should preferably be deposited in a Norwegian bank prior to submitting the visa application.   

We are presently working with both immigration authorities and the Students Welfare Union (who organize housing and welfare facilities for all our students) in order to find an the easiest way to meet these requirements. 

We will forward  more detailed information about procedures of applying for residence permits and visas as soon as we have finalized the admdission procedures for the students.

Entry to Norway

It will not be a requirement on our hand, but most advantageous if the students arrive in Norway as a group.  We will then be able to meet them at the airport in Norway, bring them to Porsgrunn and take them to campus and their housing.  We would also suggest that the students arrive in Norway a couple weeks before classes start.  We do not need to set a fixed date at this point, but would suggest they plan to arrive in Norway in early August.

We will plan to organize a brief introductory course in Norwegian language and culture for the benefit of the students before classes start.  Although all classes, litterature and communication with relevance to their studies will be in English, and English is widely spoken among Norwegian citizens, we strongly recommend that the students try and pick up some basic Norwegian while they are here. 

We will get back to you on this particular issue as soon as admission procedures are completed and letters of acceptance ready to be returned.  

Housing

The students will be assigned rooms in one of our student housing villages, all located within 10 - 15 min. walking distance of the main campus in Porsgrunn, and equivalently close to the center of the town of Porsgrunn. The rooms are fully furnished, with access to kitchen and showers, while the students need to bring (or acquire in Norway) bed linen (including covers) and kitchen wear

Bed linen (covers, sheets)  rented at a prize of NOK 250 a month.

The rent for a room in one of our student villages is at the momen NOK 2.400 a month.

Subsistence

The official amount of money required for subsistence by Norwegian authorities is NOK 80.000 per academic year.  This is based on an estimated costs of living (including housing and study material) for one academic year.  It is not requiered, but recommend that students that will not return home for their summer vacation, bring extra money to allow for a full year's stay.

Special requirements

Faculty of Technology put great emphasis in applying modern information technology for communication purposes as well as for teaching purposes.  At the undergraduate level (bachelor) all students are required to bring their own portable lap top computer.  For our master's programmes students are recommended to bring a laptop, although it is not compulsory.  We have computer lab's available for the students.  However, if students want to use a laptop, we recommend they bring one from their home country as they might find the price level of electronics in Norway excessive. An additional advantage by bringing a computer from home, is that basic software will be in the native language of the students. If any of your students decide to bring a lap top, we will supply them with technical details and requirements upon request.

Concluding remarks

We hope this gives you and your students sufficient information about our practicalities as well as formalities at this point.  Please do not hesitate to get back to us if you have any comments or questions about the content of this letter.

It has been our pleasure to work with you in establishing this exchange program, and we are looking forward to welcome your students here in August.  On our hand, we will be doing our best to secure that the students will be fully satisfied with both their academic studies and their living conditions here in Porsgrunn.

Yours sincerely,

Trine Ellesfen

Faculty Manager

